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ADVERTISEMENT. 


—_— long period which has intervened 

between the publication of the Rev. 
Mr. BizT's Pamphlet, and of this Reply, 
ſeems, in ſome degree, to render an apology 


requiſite, This opportunity, therefore, is 
embraced, to ſay, that this Treatiſe would 


have made a much earlier appearance, had 
not a long and painful indiſpoſition render- 
ed me incapable of finiſhing the work. And 
after it had been ſent to the preſs, many 
delays occurred, which could not be avoid- 
ed. It is, however, at length, with great 
diffidence, preſented to the impartial public. 


H. M. 
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To the Church of Chriſt, aſſembling in 
Batter - Street, Plymouth. 


— IRS IDS,” 


10 defend the cauſe of, what I deem truth — to 


confirm the religious opinions of thoſe, whoſe ſpiri- 


tual proſperity lies near my heart—and to guard 
the minds of the Diſciples of Feſus, againſt thoſe 
principles which bear ſo unfavourable an aſpect on 
their privileges, this attempt, to plead the cauſe of 
our Infant Offspring, is humbly ſubmitted to your 


ſerious and candid attention. 


It is deſigned, more eſpecially, for the benefit of 
the younger branches of this Church and Congre- 
gation: and to whom this Treatiſe, as a ſmall 


token of affeftion and eſteem, is moſt reſpect fully 
dedicated, | 


By your Friend, 
And Servant, 
In the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


HERBERT MZ VDS. 


Plymouth, February 11th, 1799. 
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Page 2, Query V. for circumſion, read circumciſion. 
Page 4. 23d line from the top, inſert the. 

Page 10. note, read page 22. 

Page 13. 26th line, for wabdwozk read wabrlwouls, 
Page 22. 10th line, for Ze/us, read cus. 

Page 26. 20th line, for bezzevers, read believers. 
Page 28. 28th line, dele of. 
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BAPTISM of INFANTS, &c. 
— | ; 
Wiru reluctance I enter the field of controverſy. 
It has been trodden by illuſtrious charafters, who have 
wielded the weapons with a maſterly hand. My reluc- 
tance is proportionably increaſed, as I appear an opponent 
to one, of whom I have long entertained an high opinion, 
and in whoſe friendſhip I have experienced real ſatis- 
faction. But circumſtanced as I am, a neceſſity is laid 
upon me, to vindicate principles, which I hold ſacred; 
and plead the cauſe of thoſe who cannot ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, and who are, by many, in the preſent day, de- 
prived of the privileges of church memberſhip. 

With that diffidence, which a conſciouſneſs of inability 
impoſes upon me, but, with that boldneſs, which a per- 
ſuaſion of being on the ſide of ſcripture and of truth, 
neceſlarily inſpires, I enter on the diſcuſſion of this 
ſubject. . 

As I have ſaid, that I am conftrained to engage in this 
controverſy ; it will be proper to ſtate the attending cite 
cumſtances; I ſhall then cheerfully leave the Gectirons ” 
the candid and impartial public. 

Sometime in Auguſt laſt, the following hand bill od 
given me, by one of the Members of my Church. 


«TO ALL THAT LOVE TRUTH AND PEACE. 

As union among profeſſed chriſtians is very deſirable, 
and as a difference of ſentiment, reſpecting baptiſm, is 
201 B : one 


14 3 
one cauſe of diviſion among them; a juſt Solution of the 
following Queries is earneſtly requeſted, as it would have 
a happy tendency to promote chriſtian concord. 

Query I. What precept or precedent 1s there in ſcrip- 
ture for Infant baptiſm ? 

Query II. What ſpiritual promJe is made to the chil» 
dren of believers, more than to the offspring of others ? 
| Or, it there be any ſuch promiſe, what proot does it at- 
ford of Infant baptiſm ? 

Query III. To what peculiar privilege are children ad- 
mitted by baptiſm? 

Query IV. Why are not infants admitted to the Lord's 

ſupper, as well as to-baptilm ? 

Query V. Why, if circumſion was @ /eal of the cove- 
nant of grace, did not Abraham circumciſe his near 
kinſman, the righteous Lot? And why was baptiſm ad- 
miniſtered before circumſion was aboliſhed, and enjoined 
on thoſe who were circumciſed ? 

Query VI. Does not the doctrine of Infant baptiſm 
confign over to everlaſting miſery all children that die in 
their infancy, (except thoſe of believers) while it pro- 
ceeds on a ſuppoſition, that the covenant of circumciſion 
was the covenant of grace; and every infant, dying un- 
baptized, on the principle of bapti/mal regeneration? 

Query VII. Can it be ſuppoſed, without abſurdity, 
that two ſuch. different modes of adminiſtering the ſame 
inſtitution, as dipping and ſprinkling manifeſtly are, 
ſhould be both agreeable to the law of Chriſt, in chat 
caſe made and provided ? * 0 

Query VIII. Is baptiſm. a prereguiſite to the Lord's 


table? If pot, wh do not the Pædobaptiſts admit per- 
ſons _ 
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32 
jons to communion, that are, in their judgment, anbap- 
tized? It it be, why are the Baptiſts blamed for not ad- 
mitting thoſe, who, in their judgment, are unbaptized ? 
A calm diſcuſſion, and a ſcriptural ſolution of theſe 
Queries, are of great importance to the purity of a poſi- 
tive ordinance, and a branch of ſolemn worſhip.“ * 


The Perſon who put this into my hand, informed me, 
that the Reverend Mr. Birt had circulated it. 

Acknowledging the truth of this information, Mr. B. 
ſays, T Of their Author, I know nothing. At the eloſe 
of one of our weekly meetings, I gave a few of them to 
the friends who were preſent; the reſt I gave to three 
perſons who called on me, and aſked for them; I do not 
remember that I gave one to a Pædobaptiſt. This is the 
whole I know of, or have done with the queſtions,” 

All this is to little purpoſe, for whether Mr, B. was 
the author, or not, he became reſponſible by circulating 
them. It is little better than trifling, to ſay, that he does 
not remember that he gave one to a Pedobaptiſt; for 
unqueſtionably, it was Mr. B's intention, that they ſhould 
find their way into the hands of ſuch, as believed and 
prattiſed Infant Baptiſm : if not, to what purpoſe would 
it be, © earneſtly to requeſt a ſolution;“ and what ten- 
dency could it have to © promote Chriſtian concord, and 
an union among profeſſed Chriſtians,” if confined wholly, 


+ Page 1. | 


gere an Anſwer to theſe Queries, addreſſed . To thoſe who eſteem the 
Eſſence of Religion of mere Importance than the Forms and Ceremonies.” 
Printed by P. Nettleton, Plymouth, and ſold by him ul. Heydon, *, 
Price one penny. 
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to that ſociety of perſons, who were already of one mind 
on that ſubjeR ? 

This hand-bill, therefore, has * juſtly confine 
as AN OPEN CHALLENGE TO ALL PADOBAPTISTS, 
which, it would have been eſteemed cowardly, not to 
have accepted, and which, ſilently to have conſigned to 
oblivion, might have been conſidered as a breach of po- 
liteneſs towards our nabaptiſt brethren. Thus the ad- 
vocates for Infant Baptiſm, were conſtrained to defend 
themſelves againſt an attack, thus illiberally, (and may I 
not ſay inſidiouſly ?) made, by the circulation of the hand- 
bill. When, therefore, (agreeably to“ earneſt requeſt”) 
a reply was made, it was little apprehended, that it 
would have been conſtrued into an zn/ult—eſpecially an 
inſult offered to the Rev. Mr. B. Little was it expected 
that Mr. B. would ſo far have reſented it, as to have been 
influenced, formally to announce (as he did in a letter of 
the fifth of September laſt) his determination to break 
the bonds of friendſhip with me. In this letter, he ſays, 


* Laſt week I ſhould have had the pleaſure of viſiting 


you, but was prevented by the appearance of a printed 
addreſs, © To thoſe who eſteem the Eſſence of Religion, 
&c.” And all this, only becauſe he conſidered me as 
Author of that addreſs! 

It it would have been eſteemed an unpardonable of- 
fence, to have replied to the above queſtions, it would 


have been kind and fair, in Mr. B. to have ſignified it, at 


the time of circulation; by which, the line of conduct of 


every Pædobaptiſt, would have been marked out. 


However I may regret the loſs of Mr. B's friendſhip, 
it is ſome conſolation, that a s iniendihip ſo eaſily broken, 
could 


pag. ] 


could not have been very ſtrongly cemented; and is 
therefore, the leſs valuable in proportion to its verſa- 
tility. Yet Iam free to declare, that my eſteem for him 
{hall not be ſhaken; and however ſeverely he may judge 
of the Author, as willing“ if he had it in his power ſadly 
to circumſcribe the rights of the Baptiſts, and act as a 
rigid dictator! — ſtill, on every occaſion, I am free to 
declare for myſelf, that my hand and my heart ſhall be 
open to him, and to every Miniſter ot Jeſus Chriſt, let 
his ſentiments be what they may, concerning the circum- 
ſtantials of religion, and modes of worſhip ; for, I never 
thought, the water controverſy of fuch conſequence, as 
to interrupt, for a moment, the noble feelings of bro- 
therly love. 

I appeal to Mr. B. and to every Anti-pzdobaptiſt in 
the vicinity, that ſince my reſidence in this town, my 
endeavours have been unremitting, to throw down every 
party-wall of diſtinction, and to unite all thoſe, who be- 
lieve the eſſential truths of Chriſtianity, in the endearing 
bonds of Chriſtian fellowſhip. And in the preſent in- 
ſtance, I am perſuaded, that Mr. B. himſelf mult acquit 
the Author of that Pamphlet of the charge of being the 
aggreſſor. 

Mr. B.“ ſays, * that he has deſcended to FE ac. 
cuſations. This cannot be proved. The reply was evi- 
dently made without a knowledge of the Author, and it 
was addreſled to every individual, who might deign to 
caſt an eye on its pages. Highly as I reſpe& Mr. B. I 
confeſs that I did not ('till now) conſider him as the-7e. 
preſentative of the Anabaptiſts in this part of the king- 
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dom, ſo that no controverſy could be maintained, on 


the ſubject of Baptiſm, without the Author's being 


chargeable with perſonally inſulting him, and incurring 
the loſs of his friendſhip. In ſome, this would be thought 
an aſſumption of no {mall conſequence. But a conſei- 
ouſneſs, will always impart extreme ſenſibility. To this 
cauſe, in part, may be attributed that great irritability 
diſcovered through every part of Mr. B's Pamphlet, and 
the Reader will ſee, with how much truth he can ſay, 
* that he cannot dare to return” thoſe ſevere expreſſions, 
which he ſuppoſes are uſed towards him. But this irri- 
tability, may be alſo eaſily accounted for, as nothing can 
more effectually rouſe the Baptiſts than to detect them, 
in attempting to unſettle the minds of the young, aud 
ſerious members of other churches. 

That this charge is not groundleſs, I appeal to the ſtate 
of the Anti-pædobaptiſt churches in general. Are they 


not chiefly compoſed of perſons who received their firſt 


ferious impreſſions under the miniſtry of Pædobaptiſts? 
and who once were in communion with our churches ? 
Mr. B. kindles into a flame at the bare mention of 


chis, and ſays, It what is ſuggeſted at the cloſe of the 


Pamphlet be deſigned for me, I declare it to be a ground- 
leſs calumny, and call upon him to caſt off his veil, and 
exhibit proof of his unworthy inſinuations. I fee no 


Juſt cauſe for all this warmth, I will give it as my opini- 


on, that the Author of that Addreſs, did not deſign, 
what he ſaid on that ſubject, for Mr. B. in particular; 
and that there was no more occaſion, for Mr. B's appli- 


cation of it to himſelf, than ta any other Anabaptiſt in 
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he County. This extreme ſenſibility however may lead 
ſome to ſuſpe&, that all was not right. 

W However angry Mr. B. may be, and however unworthy 
nd groundleſs, he may deem the inſinuations, I am con- 
inced, from many years experience and obſervation, 
hat the generality of the Miniſters and People of that 
enomination, in this inſtance, act ungenerouſly. They 
Winſnuate themſelves into the affections of Pædobaptiſt 
congregations, and embrace every opportunity of un- 
Wſcttling the minds of the young and unguarded, on the 
abject of Baptiſm, by lending them books, and puzzling 
W hem with certain queſtions. To ſuch a length is this - 
ondu& carried by ſome, that an Author lately aſſerted, 
hat Are fourths of the members in ſome Baptiſt 
Churches, have been thus drawn from other ſocieties. 


tC it they ſee a perſon under ſerious impreſſions, or ftrug- 
© Igling with doubts of his intereſt in the love of Chriſt, 
rit they ſay, Friend, your darkneſs and diſtreſs may eaſily 
47 be accounted for- you live in the negle& of one of the 
f poſitive commands of God; and how can you reaſona- 
of oy expect that the Lord will ſhine on your ſoul, and 
he give you peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt?” The diſ- 
” treſſed perſon (his mind awake to every thing that may 

n 


encourage his hopes, or his fears) is alarmed, and eagerly 
aſks, Pray, Sir, tell me what command is this to which 
you allude? as far as I know myſelf, I would do any 


n, thing; I would comply with every injunction of my 
T; Lord.” They readily reply, You have never been 
li- buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm: You have not complied 
in with the COMMAND, and the EXAMPLE, of Chrift ank 
his Apoſtles. As for your Infant Baptiſm, it was not 
ae | your 
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5 
your act, neither may children claim, nor are they fit 
ſubjects for that ſolemn inſtitution.” This ſtaggers his 
belief—and as every one, under his firſt impreſſions, is 
ſtrongly influenced by legal principles, he immediately 
ſubmits to be dipped, in expettation ot riſing out of the 
water, fully aſſured of his intereſt in Chriſt. 

This 1s not a caſe which exiſts in imagination only— 
it has more than once come within my own knowledge; 
and, I believe, a multitude of Pædobaptiſt Miniſters in 
this kingdom, can confirm the truth of this repreſenta- 
tion. It is ungenerous. Were Baptiſm in adult age, 
and Baptiſm by immerſion, neceſſary to the ſalvation of 
the ſoul, they would be juſtified in laying aſide all cere- 
mony, and adopting every method tv awaken and unde- 
ceive. But as the Baptiſts themſelves pretend not to aſ- 
ſert this abſurdity, (as on all hands it is allowed to be a 
mere circumſtantial) I ſay again, it is ungenerous,— 
Therefore 1 adopt the ſentiment and language of that 
Author, againſt whom Mr. B. is ſo exceedingly in- 
cenſed. It is far more becoming every diſciple of 
the amiable Jeſus, to behold with heart-felt pleaſure 
(ſtead of attempting to break) the peace of a Chriſtian 
ſociety, for no other reaſon, than becauſe that ſociety 
has not ſeen it neceſſary to be plunged. That time 
which 1s ſpent in uſeleſs, injurious controverſies, in com- 
paſling ſea and land to make proſelytes, and enticing 
the ſheep of one fold to forſake their companions, and 
enter another, would be better employed in ſerious en- 
deavours to reſcue ſinners from the power of Satan.— 
Such conduct would be more honourable to themſelves, 
and more beneficial to their fellow-mortals 
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Before I enter on the diſcuſſion of the Tubje& in de · 
bate, I ſhall, beg leave to lay before the Reager, a tew 
preliminary remarks on Mr. B's pamphlet. 

1ſt. Miſrepreſentation is no proof of the rength of, 
an argument.—-And I appeal to the judgment of every. 
impartial Reader, whether Mr. B. has not miſrepreſented, 
the plain and obvious meaning of the Author of that 
pamphlet, whoſe words are theſe. t Is the mere rite 
the mode of Baptiſm the guan!tty of water of ſuch con- 
ſequence ? Does it enter ſo eſſentially into the nature 
of a Chriſtian ordinance? The everlaſting ſalvation of 
the ſoul, and the cultivation of the graces of the Spirit, 
are of greater conſequence than the mere MQDE. of 
Baptiſm.” Now, with what appearance of juſtice can be 
aſk, as he does in a note, 9 © Is it conſiſtent to repreſent 
Baptiſm, in one place, as a mere form,” and in ayother 
to ſay, God has made it a prerequiſite for admiſhon 
into the Kingdom. of Grace.“ Or is it cangid,, 10 en- 
deayour to perſuade the Reader, that the Author con- 
ſidered Baptiſm, as a mere rite, a mere form and gere- 
mony, as he does pr All his pathetic exclamations, and 

warm eulogia, on the divine authority, and vaſt im- 
portance of Baptiſm, vauith into air, as they apply not, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, to what the Author meant, and 
what every man of common ſenſe, muſt know that he 
meant, when he uſed the terms, a mere form, rite, &c.— 
He mult know, that they applied wholly, and excluſively, 
to the MODE of adminiſtration, and to the guantity of 
water ufed, and not to the efſence of Baptiſm, wo 

I moſt cheerfully ſubſcribe to the following ſentiments: 

+ Page 1 and 8. Page 22, 7 + Pages 22 and 23» 
C That 
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That Baptiſm is a part of goſpel worſhip, and therefore 
comes to us, not only with divine authority, but alſo- 
fraught with all-important, and moſt inſtructive truth.“ 
But will any Anti-pædobaptiſt aſſert all this, of the mode 
of adminiſtration, or the quantity of the water uſed in 
1 that ordinance? Are not theſe circumſtantials, entirely 
WO ab extra, which may be uſed; or not uſed, according to 
the opinion of the perfons engaged? Is the poſture of 
the body in the att of prayer, or receiving the Lord's 
Wh ſupper, an effential part of thoſe important duties? 
Bt Let the matter be thus rightly ſtated, and the Author 
1 permitted to ſpeak for himſelf, and he will not be afraid, 
thi again to aſſert, (however irreverent it may be deemed) 
«18 that the MoDE of adminiſtering the ordinance of Bap- 
* tiſm, whether by dipping, or ſprinkling, or pouring was 
#1 Wn ter, is a mere rite, form, and ceremony, aud does not 
1 enter into the eſſenee of that ordinance. 
|; Andly. Mr. B. finds fault with the expreſſion, that 
1 * God has made Baptiſm, a prerequiſite for admiſſion in- 
it to the Kingdom of Grace. And I aſk, is it not? Did 
lt not John and Philip, enforce Baptiſm, as neceſſary to 
Wl i admiſſion into the goſpel diſpenſation, frequently called 
bi * the Kingdom of God? If Mr. B. does not conſider it, 
5 in this light, why does he refuſe admiſſion to the Lord's 
. it table, to thoſe, who, /in kts judgment) have not been 
| j [i baptized? But, I confeſs, herein we look for conſiſtency 
: ft of conduct in vain, among the Anabaptiſts; for while 
BY || one Church refuſes ſuch as have been baptized in their 
1 infancy, but not in adult age, another will readily receive 
0 them; herein moſt aſſuredly bearing teſtimony, to the 
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validity of Infant Baptiſm. But theſe more liberal Bap- 


tiſts, ſeem to be conſcious of the apparent impropriety af 
this conduct, and labour, as ſoon as poſlible, to perſuade 
theſe Pædobaptiſts to go under water. Thus they openly 
become ANABAPTISTS, (that is to ſay) advocates for 
E- baptiſm, or lie open to the charge, of admitting N- 
baptized perſons into church fellowſhip. We cheertully 
leave them to chuſe which alternative they pleaſe. 

grdly. The ſentiment of Tertullian, adopted by Ms. 
B. as his motto, and made his own, “ is highly objection- 
able. Tu SCRIPTURE FORBIDS, WHAT IT DOES 
NOT MENTION.” It is a ſentiment, which ought to be 
the laſt adopted by an Anti-pædobaptiſt, whoſe whole 
lyſtem depends on analogical reaſoning, and inferences 
drawn from ſcripture premiſes, and ſcripture ſilence.— 
No ſentiment can be more unfortunate than this, when 
applied to the ſubject in debate. It proves too much 
much more, than the advocates for dipping would wiſh; 
as for inſtance; the ſcriptme does not mention, that the 
ſubject ſhould go UN DER water, therefore it forbids it: 
The ſcripture does not mention, that the cloaths ſhould 
be baptized, therefore it forb:ds it; The ſcripture does 
not mention, that women ſhould receive the Lord's ſupper, 
therefore it forbids it: The ſcripture does not mention, 
that the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper ſhould be admi- 
niſtered once a month only, therefore it forbids it: The 
ſcripture-does not mention, that the Chriſtian Sabbath, 


ſhould be obſerved on the fir/t day of the week, therefore 


it forbids it. I might go on to multiply caſes without 


number, in which, were we to conſider the filence of 


* Page 12. 
C 2 ſcripture 
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feripture as a poſitive prohibition, we ſhould be in dan. 
ger of Will-worſhip. More than one-halt of our acts of 
religious worſhip, and of ſocial, and relative duties, 
would be abſolutely forbidden: Yea, ſome moſt flagrant 
violations of moral virtue, might be perpetrated, not 
only with impunity, but with the ſanction of the ſacred 
{criptures !'!—Credat Judgus ! 

It has ever been conſidered, by every rational mind, 
that inferences, and conſequences, reſulting from ſcrip- 
ture premiſes, by juſt and logical deduction, are equally 
binding, with a poſitive, and literal command. Thus 
our Lord proved the crimes of heart-murder, and heart- 
adultery ; and thus he proved the doctrine of the reſur- 
rection of the dead * Such a ſentiment as this, mult be 
Pronounced an inſult on common ſenſe, whether ex- 


preſſed by a TERTULLIAN or a BIRT. 


The long quotation from Dr. Owen, in Mr. B's pam- 


phlet, will very feebly ſupport adult Baptiſm, for the 


Doctor, is evidenly reaſoning on a ſubject of a very dif- 
ferent nature. His deſign is to ſhew, that the Jews 
pleaded their natural deſeent from Abraham, as a juſt 


ground for their participation ot ;/aving: and ſpiritual 


privileges; and that in this reſpest, they were awfully 
miſtaken. This is evident from the laſt paragraph of the 


quotation. The Church unto whom all ile promiſes be- 
long, are only thoſe, o ure heirs f Abraham's faith, 


believing as he did, and thereby intereſted in his cο,ẽꝭunt. 

The Doctor could not mean, that the deſcendants of 

Abraham, were not entitled, by virtue of their relation 

to that Patriarch, to any external privilege, or to that of 
+ Matthew 5th, Chap. 22d and 32d. 

a viſible. 
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a viſible covenant relation to God; for he was aware, that 
the Jews, as a nation, were a peculiar people, and more 
favoured, with external advantages, than any other. 

hus ſays Paul, “ What advantage then hath, the Jew ? 
(i. e.) the ſeed of Abraham according to the Ze/h.? or 
what profit is there in arcumeaſion? (whichieal was im- 
parted to the ſced according to the fleſh, as well as to the 
ſeed according to the promiſe. Much every way,; clugfly 
becauſe that unto them were committed the oracles.vf God.” 

The whole force, therefore, of this long quotation is 
loſt, inaſmuch, as it is directed to a point, Which every 
evangelical Pædobaptiſt, will as cordially acknowledge, 
as the moſt rigid Anabaptiſt, that the children of parents, 
profeſſing their belief in the doctrines of the gaſpel, who 
are baptized, are not on account of the faith and piety of 
parents, entitled to ritual privileges, and /aving grace. 
W ut we aſſert, (and we conceive, that we are ſupported 
vy ſcripture) that the children of ſuch parents, thus eatly 
devoted to God, in the ordinance of Baptiſm, .ARE.BY 
IT ADMITTED INTO AN EXTERNAL, AND VISIBLE 
COVENANT WITH God, they are introduced into the 
ſchool of Chriſt, to be taught the firſt principles of ;, 
oracles of God, agreeably to the expreſs words, and ob- 
vious meaning of the commiſſion, given to the Apoſtles, 
by our. Lord after his reſurrection. Go therefore, and 
teach all nations,  baptizing them, t waberwoare (i, e.). 
MAKE THEM DISCIPLES, Thus the venerable Tung. 
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Rom. 3d. and 12th, + Matt. zuvili. 19. 


{ Leigh's Crit: Sac: Thus the word is rendered by Bullinger, Turretine, 
Stockius, Reza, ' Gataker, ' Lightfoot, ' Witfi us, Pool, Dodderidge, and al- 

moſt eyery Interpreter. | 
RETINE 
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RETINE explains the text, in the remarkable words 
which I have choſen for my motto. Qui præcipit omnes 
gentes baptizari, is etiam præcipit baptizati znfantes, pra 


ſince the days of CHRIST and his APOSTLES. 


L 3 


ceptum enim, de genere includit omnes ſpectes.”'* A 
command, which requires the Baptiſm of ALL NATI. 
ONs, neceſſarily requires the Baptiſm of INFANTS, whe 
conſtitute a part of them; for the command, that refer 
to the GENUS mult include the SPECIES. 

Having made theſe remarks, I ſhall proceed, to offer 
ſome reflections on the $UBJECT OF BAPTISM; and the 
MODE in which Baptiſm may be adminiſtered, agreeably 
to the word of God, and the PRACTICE of the Church, Wl 


Firſt— The $8UBJ]ECTs OF BAPTISM. 

Here I beg leave to expreſs my ſentiments, in the full, 
and ſtrong language of the Aſſembly of Divines. © Baptiſm 
is not to be adminiſtered to any that are out of the viſible 
Church, till they profeſs their faith in Chriſt, and obe- 
dience unto him; BUT INFANTS OF SUCH AS ARE 
MEMBERS OF THE VISIBLE CHURCH ARE TO BE 
BAPTIZED, Wereadily acknowledge, that perſons who 
have never been educated in the principles of the Chril. 
tian religion, have no right to the ordinance of Baptiſm, 
until they profeſs faith in Chriſt, and obedience to him, 
But, when they are brought to the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, they (together with their children) 
ought to be baptized, although they are arrived at years 
of maturity. This was, preciſely the caſe with all, in the 
time of Chriſt, who embraced him as the Meſſiah; and 
we find no inſtance, in the New Teſtament, in -which 
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1 1 


ords, e children of thoſe who thus believed, were baptized 
mnes adult age. The reaſon is obvious. They were admit- 
pre. ad into the viſible Church with their parents, and by 

irtue of therr faith; in the ſame manner, as the children 


f Proſelytes were admitted, with their parents, into the. 


And that the Infants of all, profeſſing their faith in 
hriſt, and obedience to him, ought to be admitted. into- 


: 
| 
| 


offer he viſible Church by Baptiſm, we ſhall endeavour to- 
| the drove by the following propoſitions. 
ably Firſt. —Infants of believers in every age, and under 


We very diſpenſation, prior to that of the goſpel, were con- 
(aered as in covenant with God, and members of the 
Wi lble Church. 

On this ground, the whole controverſy. ſtands. It 
becomes us then, accurately to trace the ſacred hiſtory, 
tor inſtances in which, the LoRD GoD has entered into 
covenant with man. 


I think it will appear from the following, that in all 


ARE | 

* ages of the Church, and in every covenant, God included, 
_ not only the parents, but their INFANT OFFSPRING. 
brit The covenant of works made with Adam, in Paradiſe, 


included children. © Wherefore as by one man fin entered 
into the world, and death by ſin: and ſo death paſſed 
upon all men, for that (or as the Greek «p », might be 
rendered, in whom 1. e. Adam) all have finned; never- 
theleſs death reigned from Adam to Moles, even over 
them that had not ſinned after the ſimilitude of Adam's 


tranſgreſſion, who is the figure of him that was to 
come,” + 


+ Rom. v. 12, 14» * 
The 


Ieviſh Church by the ordinance of circumciſion.. 
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The covenant with Noak, included his ſeed. 5 And 
God fpake unto Noah, and to his fons with him, ſaying 
and 1, behold I, eftabliſh my covenant with you, and 
Your ſeed after you.“ 

The covenant with Abraham, included his ſeed after 
him. Tf And I will eftablifh my covenant between me, 
and thee, and thy feed after thee in their generations.” 

The covenant with the tribe of Levi. Deut. xviii. 1, 2. 
compared with Mal. ii. 4. 

The covenant with Phineſtas, included his ſeed after 
him. F * Behold I give unto him my covenant of peace, 
and he ſhall have it, and his ſeed after him, even the 
covenant of an everlaſting prieſthood.” 

The covenant with David.“ Although my houſe be 
not fo with God, yet he hath made with me an ever- 
laſting covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure. 

When God entered into covenant with the whole 
nation of Iſrael, their children were included. This 18 
clear, from the whole of the folemn tranſactions on 
Mount Sinai.] And when the Lord condeſcended to 
renew his covenant with Abraham to the whole Church, 
juſt before they entered Canaan, He addreſſed them in 
theſe remarkable words. e ſtand this day all of 
you before the Lord your God your LITTLE ONES, 
your wives, &c. that thou ſhouldeſt emer into covenant 
with the Lord thy God, and into his oath, which the 
Lord thy God makech with thee this day.“ 

Hence it plainly appears, that in every covenant, whach 


q Gen. ix, 8, 9. } Gen. xvii. 7. 
* 2 Sam. vii. 12, 16. and chap. xxili. To 
Deut. xxix, 10. 


Numbers xxv. 10, I, 12. 
| Vide Exod. xix. 34. 
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od has been pleaſed to make with men, their children 
heir LITTLE ONES were included! 

And in that glorious day, (which we hope is now open- 
ig to the world) when “the ROD which is come forth 
ut of the ſtem of Jeſſe, ſhall grow,” and ſhelter all the 
nations of the earth, beneath its grateful ſhade; when 
He ſhall ſet up an enſign for the nations, and ſhall aſ- 
Wcmble the outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather together the diſ- 
verſed of Judah, from the four corners of the earth; 
hen the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the ſea; in this illuſtrious 
period, who are the perſons that ſhall partake of this 
glory and joy? —the GENTILES AND THEIR OFF- 
SPRING! ſo teſtifies the prophet Iſaiah “ Thus faith 
the Lord God, behold I will lift up mine hands to the 
Gentiles, and ſet up my ſtandard to the people, and they 
ſhall bring thy ſans in their arms, and thy daughters ſhall 
be carried upon their ſhoulders, * for they are the ſeed 
of the bleſſed of the Lord, AND THEIR OFFSPRING 
WITH THEM.”tF Again, God ſays, by the mauth of 
the ſame Prophet, ? I will make an everlaſting covenant 
with them, and their SEED ſhall be known among the 
Gentiles, and their OFFSPRING among the people— 
THEY ARE THE SEED WHICH THE LORD HATH 
BLESSED !” The prophet Jeremiah, when ſpeaking of 
the reſtoration of the Jews in the latter day, when there 
ſhall be but one fold, and one Shepherd, uſes theſe ſtriking 
words ||—* They ſhall ſerve the Lord their God, and 
David their King: (i. e. Jeſus Chriſt, of whom David 
* Chap, Aix. v. 22, + Chap. kv. v. 23. 2 Chap, Ixi. v. 8. 

|| Chap. xxx. v. 9 and 320. 
D was 


== 

1 | | was a type, ſee Ezek. xxxiv. 23.) THEIR CHILDREN 
Wh 1 ALSO SHALL BE AS AFORETIME.,” 
1 Thus we affirm, (in the ſtrong language of DoRor 
N | il! Owen, *) that“ no inſtance can be given, from the Old, 
Wi: |! | or New Teſtament, ſince the days of Abraham; none 
. J 1 from the approved practice of the primitive Church, of 
f | 0 any perſon, or perſons, born of proteſling, believing pa- 
| ll 1 rents, who were themſelves made partakers of the initial 

| With ſeal of the covenant, being then in infancy, and deſigned 
I if to be brought up in the knowledge of God, who were 
30 l | not made partakers with them of the ſame ſign and ſeal 

[' 7 i of the covenant.” 

j | ö But, as that memorable covenant of God, with Abra. 
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ham, is that tranſaction, which, in a peculiar and highly 
emphatical manner, graciouſly includes the infant off. 
spring of pious parents. And as this tranſaction is par- 


5 | ticularly combated by our Baptiſt brethren, it demands 
10 our more minute attention. The terms of the covenant 
- RAR are theſe.F—* AND I WILL ESTABLISH MY COVE- 
- Kut 


NANT BETWEEN ME AND THEE, AND THY SEED 
AFTER THEE, IN THEIR GENERATIONS, FOR AN 
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1 Uh! EVERLASTING COVENANT, TO BE A GOD UNTO 
I alt THEE, AND TO THY SEED AFTER THEE, 

Wl! | This evidently includes children. I know not a Bap- 
% | | tiſt that denies it. But to avoid the force of the argu- 
[my ment ariſing from theſe words, in favour of the covenant 
: iff j relation, and church-memberſhip of the children of be- 
7008 lieving parents; under the goſpel, our opponents ſay, that 
3 „ this covenant was nothing more than national, the cove- 
i ; nant of circumciſion, and included nothing but a grant of 

WHT * Dr, Owen's TraQts, p. 576- ” + Gen. xvii, 7. 
0 temporal 
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| emporal privileges; and that, therefore, as the Mofaic 
W:conomy is aboliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, that neither we, 


or our children, can lay any claim to an intereſt in the 


REN 


»Ror 


Old, bleſſings of this tranſaction. 

none WF But we {hall endeavour to prove that this Abrahamic 
„, of ovenant, was the CHRISTIAN, or COSPEL COVE» 
Pa- AN T—that COVENANT OF GRACE UNDER WHICH 
1t1al 


VE NOW ARE, and that Abraham, in this aft was con- 
a ſidered as the COVEN AN T-HEAD, the father of believing 
GEVTILEs, as well as JEws, Conſequently, the privi- 
liges granted to him, and TO HIS SEED, belong to us 
and TO OUR CHILDREN, agreeably to the declaration 
of Peter.“ The promiſe is unto you and TO YOUR 
WCHILDRENG,Y , has 
Now, this could not be the covenant of works, for no 
ſuch, was ever made with man after his apoſtacy. It 
could not be the covenant of Horeb, becauſe that was 
made four hundred and thirty years, after the Lord ſpake 
theſe words to Abraham. The abolition of the Moſaic 
ritual, therefore could not deſtroy the covenant intereſt, 
and church-memberſhip of children, whoſe right was 
eſtabliſhed for ages before the Levitical law, or the birth 
of Moſes : but it was the COVENANT OF GRACE; un- 
changeable in its nature and privileges! | 
And this poſition is ſupported by the following reaſons : 
| Firſt, It is ſtiled an everlaſting covenant. WR 
Second. It is founded on free grace.) For if Abra- 
ham were juſtified by works, he hath whereof to glory, but 
not before God:“ therefore it is of faith, that it might 
be by grace; to the end the promiſe might be ſure to all 
Act ii. . 5 Rom, iv. 2, 16. 
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the ſeed, not to that only which is of the law, but to-that 
alſo which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all.” 

Third. It was confirmed by the oath of God.“ By 
myſelf have I ſworn, faith the Lord, for becauſe thou 
haſt done this thing, and haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine 
only ſon; that in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in multi- 
plying I will multiply thy ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, and 
as the ſand which is upon the ſea- ſhore; and thy ſeed ſhall 
poſſeſs the gate of his enemies; and in thy feed ſhall all 
the nations of the earth be bleſſed.” ALL THE NATI- 
ONS OF THE EARTH. This expreſſion 1ncontroverti- 
bly proves, that the covenant made with Abraham, was 
not national, of the ſame nature with that made at Horeb, 
and confined to the natural deſcendants of the Patriarch. 
But the bleſſings of this covenant, were to be as widely 
extended as the earth. GENTILES, as well as JEws, 
were to partake of divine bieſſings through the illuſtrious 
channel, the ſeed of Abraham, the LORD JESUS 
CuRIST! 

Fourth. This covenant was confirmed alſo by the 
death of Chriſt. © Now I ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt was a 
Miniſter of the Circumciſion. for the truth of God, To 
CONFIRM THE PROMISES MADE UNTO THE FA- 
THERS: and that the GENTILEsS might glorify God for 
his mercy, &c.“ and Jeſus is ſtiled the Meſſenger of the 
Covenant. 

Children were once entitled to the bleſſings, and pro- 
miſes, made to the Fathers, and if they are not now en- 
utled, is Chriſt a faithful Meſſenger? Has he confirmed 
Gen. Kii. 16, 17. t Nom. V. 8, 9. 4 Mak iii. 1. 

4 the 
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ine promiſes made unto the Fathers? The Apoſtle en- 


plicitly declares, that Abraham's covenant was confirmed 
in Chriſt; and that the Levitical law cannot diſannul the 
promiſe; in thoſe remarkable words.“ And this I lay, 
that the covenant that was confirmed before of God in 
Chriſt, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years 
after, cannot diſannul, that. it ſhould make the n of 
none effect. 

Fifth. The leading promiſe of the covenant declares 
it a covenant of goſpel grace. I WILL BE a GOD Un- 
TO THEE!” Here Jehovah gives k:mfe/f to his people, 
and to their ſeed! What greater bleſſings could God 
beſtow? Can the Go/pct covenant enſure a greater f— 
Can this be ſtiled, with any propriety, a carnal covenant, 
a mere temporal grant of the Land of Canaan? 

Sixth. The bleſhngs, of the Abrahamic covenant, 
are given to the GENTILEsS,+ * That the bleflings of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus 
Chriſt.” This, unequivocally, proves that it could not 
be the peculiar, national covenant, afterwards made with 
Moſes, for that was never enjoined on the GENTELES. 

Seventh. The Abrahamic covenant was the goſpel 
covenant, becauſe the ſame words are uſed by the New 
Teſtament writers, and applied to the Church of Chriſt. 

Here it may be proper to notice, an objection which 
the Anti-pzdobaptiſts urge againſt this interpretation, that 
all the promiſes made to the /t, of Abraham, were made 
to CHRIST perſonally, and to him only. In the ſupport 
of which, they plead the expreſſion of Paul. He faith, 
not to ſeeds, as of many, but as of one ſeed, and to thy 

* Gal. iii, 7. 7 Gab ili. 14. { Ibid. 
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feed, that is Chriſt.” t But if theſe promiſes be thus con- 
fined, it will follow, that they were not made to the 
JEwIsH Church, any more than to the CHRISTIAN, 
Again, this objection operates, as forcibly againſt adu/? 
believers, as their children; for if the promiſes belong to 
none but Chrijt perſonally, then neither believers, nor 
their children, have any right to them. Hence it fol- 

1 lows, that by this expreſſion of Paul, but of one ſeed that 
. 2s Chriſt, he muſt mean Chriſt y ical, or the Church 
. of Chriſt, conſiſting of Jeſus and Gentiles. On any 
; | other principle, there is no reconciling it, to the drift 
of the Apoſtle in this place, to the promiſes themſelves, 
of which he is ſpeaking, or to the concurrent ſenſe of 
ſcripture. 

Now let any ſerious, candid Reader reflect on theſe 
arguments, and let him judge of the truth and propriety 
of that declaration made by Mr. B.+ © Therefore there 
is no evidence of the offspring of believers having any 
peculiar relation to Abraham, or of their being more in- 
tereſted in the promiſes made to his ſeed, than the chil- 
dren of others.” An abſurdity founded on Jewiſh 
prejudice,” | 

The argument therefore, drawn from the Abrahamic 
covenant, may be comprized in the following ſyllogiſm : 

The ſeed of Abraham are entitled to the privileges of 
the Abrahamic covenant. 

Children of believers, by virtue of their covenant re- 
lation, are the ſeed of Abraham. 


Therefore children are entitled to the privileges of 
that covenant. 


t Gal. iii, 26, * Vide 1 Cor. xii, 112. Page 10, 11. 
| Should 
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Should our opponents, reluctate to admit the idea, of 
God's entering into covenant with infants, and judge it 
derogatory from the honour of Jehovah; I would reply in 
the words of a ſenſible Writer on this ſubjeA..® There 
is a very rational, and juſt ſenſe, in which God may be 
ſaid, to eſtabliſh his covenant with INFANTS. For the 
ſcripture expreſsly ſays, © that he eſtabliſhed his covenant 
with the cattle, and the fowls ; ſolemnly engaging no 
more to drown them by a flood.” Is there any thing 
ſtrange, then, or unreaſonable, in God's eſtabbſhing his 
covenant with znfants ; ſolemnly engaging to pour his 
/[pirit, and bleſſing upon them? Or, that the evils they 
ſuffer, in conſequence of Adam's lin, ſhall be removed, 
and amply recompenſed, through the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ? Moſt ſurely not at all. But, if there is a rational, 
and juſt ſenſe, in which God may eſtabliſh his covenant 
with INFANTS; there is the higheſt reaſon to PRESUME 
that he HAS done it, and that they ARE taken into his 
covenant : for if he has graciouſly condeſcended to eſta. 
bliſh his covenant with the brute creation, promiſing no 
more to deluge them; and appointed a ſtanding token or 
memorial of his covenant, viz. the bow in the clouds; 
much more, ſurely, may we hope, that he has eſtabliſhed 
his covenant with INFANTS, promiſing to deliver them 
from the fatal conſequences of the fall; and that he has 
appointed a ſtanding token or ſign of this covenant, to 
perpetuate its knowledge, and remembrance in the 
Church,” | 

» This covenant being everlaſting, muſt be unchangeable. 


* Twogood's Baptiſm of Infants, a reaſonable ſervice, p- 3. bote. 
7 | Gen, ix. 9, &c. 
The 


L : 


The only alteration therefore, which has taken place by 
the abolition of the Moſaic ritual, and the introduction 
of the goſpel diſpenſation, 1s this, the SEAL 1s changed, 
Under the law of Moſes, CIRCUMCISION WAS THE 
SEAL; under the goſpel, BAPTISM, being more adapted 
to the mildnels, and ſimplicity of the diſpenſation of 
Chriſt. | 

Hence it follows, that if the Go/pe! forbid children, to 
ſhare in the privileges of their beheving parents, IT 18 
THE ONLY DISPENSATION THAT EVER DID, SINCE 
THE CREATION OF THE WORLD! 

Our next propoſition ariſes out of the preceding. 

Second.—Children never have been caſt out of this 
covenant, therefore they have an indiſputable right to 
Baptiſm as the ſeal. 

I preſume, that nothing can be more evident, than 
that Infants were ONCE in covenant; if fo, THEY MUST 
BE TO THIS DAY, For although the diſpenſation be 
altered, and the ſeal changed, the ence of the covenant 
yemains, the privilege of having God for our God, and 
the God of our ſced ] 

The Anti-pzdobaptiſts call on us to prove that Infants 
are now in covenant, To this we reply, that we have 
proved that they WERE included in EVERY covenant, 
which the Lord God has been graciouſly pleaſed to make 
with man, prior to the diſpenſation of the goſpel, and 
therefore, we rationally conclude, that as God is un- 
changeable, the covenant is everlaſting; and, as children 
are not capable of breaking it, THEY MUST BE STILL 
CONSIDERED IN COVENANT, 

In our turn, we call on them to prove, that they are 
VE excom- 
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excommunicated. And we appeal to every man of 
common ſenſe, whether the proof of this does not reſt 
with them, a 

Nothing can be more clear, than that they HA a 
right, and if they have not NOW—HOW, and WHEN, 
did they forfeit that right? This is a queſtion, which 
not one of the Adverſaries of Infant Baptiſm, has ever 
been able to anſwer. It is not therefore to be wondered 
at, that Mr, B, has very prudently declined it. It is 
again aſked, © By what authority, do any perſon refuſe 
Intants the privilege of a covenant relation to God? this 
privilege God once granted, and if it be taken away, 
WHEN WAS IT? AND FOR WHAT REASON ?” 

Nay, we will go further, and ſay that they not only 
never HAVE forfeited, but never COULD forfeit this 
privilege; becauſe they were not capable of actual fin, 
and the Lord God will not break covenant firſt. Again, 
if Children be caſt out of the Church, and be deprived 
of thoſe privileges to which they were once entitled, by 
virtue of the faith of their Parents, their excluſion muſt 
be the effect of jUDGMENT, or of MERCY. It cannot 
be of judgment, becauſe not being capable of ſinning, 
they could not merit ſo great a curſe, as that of excom- 
munication, And if we allow, that the promiſe made to 
the ſeed of Abraham, contained, or implied any bleſſing, 
it will follow, that to be deprived of a right to this pro- 
mile, is a mark of diſpleaſure. It cannot be in mercy, 
unleſs we can prove that God has given them a greater 
in its ſtead: and we again aſk with confidence, WHAT 
IS THAT GREATER MERCY, Which God has conferred 
upon Children, inſtead of that they have loſt? A 

= E ſpiritual 


Fi a6 .} 
ſpiritual privilege (ſays the great Dr. Owen) once gram. 
ed by God unto any, cannot be changed, diſannulled, or 
abrogated, without a ſpecial divine revocation of it, or 
the ſubſtitution of a greater privilege, and mercy in the 
room of it, for who ſha!! diſannul what God hath grant- 
ed? And to ſay, a privilege fo gramed, may be revoked, 
even by Hod himſelf, without the ſubſtitution of a greater 
privilepe, and mercy in the room of it, is contrary to the 
goodneſs of God, his love and care unto this Church; 
contrary to his conſtant conrſe of proceeding with it, 
from the foundation of the world, wherein he went on in 
the enlargement, and increafe of its privileges, until the 
coming of Chriſt. And to ſuppoſe it under the goſpel, is 
contrary to all his promiſes, the honour of Chriſt, and a 
multitude of expreſs teſtimonies of fcripture.”'* 

Leet it be obſerved, that if we deny Infants, a title to 
the covenant, and to its ſeal, it would fruſtrate one grand 
end of our Lord's incarnation, and the defign of his 
goſpel. Jefus came to muttrply, not to diminiſh the privi- 
leges of the Church. But if the ſeed of beiievers, under 
the goſpel, be denied the privilege of covenant mercies, 
which the children gf the Jews enjoyed, this ſhocking 
conſequence will inevitably follow, that Jeſus, who 
ſuſtained the amiable character of the Friend of Sinners, 
was far from being the Friend of Infants, inaſmuch, as 
his coming has excluded them from the covenant, and 
caſt them out into the kingdom of Satan! But why? 
WHAT EVIL HAVE THEY DONE? Let thoſe, who 
uſe their pens, and their tongues againſt thoſe dear 
LITTLE ONES, anſwer the queſtion. 


7 5 * Dr, Owen's Tract on Baptiſm, | 


[ 27 |] 
We will now attend to the language of the New 
TESTAMENT; and collect what is there ſaid, of the pri- 
vileges of the infant ſeed of believers. Not one pallage 
ſhall we find, which affords the moſt diſtant hint, that 
the covenant relation of children is deſtroyed. The laws 
and cuſtoms, concerning the admiſſion of Infants into 
the viſible Church, and their receiving the inivatng — 
have not been repealed by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles; had 
they been repealed, it would have been abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to record ſuch a memorable tranſaRion,; an att which 
ſo materially affected every Diſciple of Chriſt, It would 
have been neceſſary to record it, becauſe the Zews had 
ever been accuſtomed, to conſider their offspring as in 
covenant, and a part of the viſible Church. They would 
therefore, continue to view them in the ſame light, and 
THEY DID, for they were never informed to the con- 
trary. Nay, Jefus expreſsly tells them, that he was as 
willing as ever, to receive their Infants,, when it is ſaid, | 
„They brought unto him alſo Infants, that he would 
touch them, but when his Diſciples ſaw it they rebuked 
them: but Jeſus called them unto him, and ſaid, Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them nat: 
FOR OF SUCH is THE KINGDOM OF Gos.“ If by 
the term Kingdom of God, we underſtand the vifhte 
Church, the point is given up; but if it meant Niagdom 
of Glory, then we aſk—If the Lord God: will admit little 
Children into the Church triummbant, who will dare 
deny them a place in the Church milisant? The lan- 
guage of Peter“ is ſtrongly emphatical—The promiſe is to 
Jou, AND) TO VOUR CHILDREN! Theſe words were 
| | Rule id, 73, 16. ah ii, 39» 
E 2 addreſſed 
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to prove, that children of parents, who profeſs their belief 
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candid Reader: 


28 ] 
addreſſed to the Jews, and gave them the firmeſt aſſu. 
rance, that their Children were conſidered in the ſam? 
light by God, and entitled to the ame external privi. 
leges, under the goſpel diſpenſation, as they were under 
that of Moſes. None, I think, can deny that this pro- 
miſe does, as plainly, include the ſeed of the Diſciples 
of the Lord Jeſus, as the promiſe to Abraham, 1 wall 
be a God to thee and unto thy ſeed.” 

What could the Apoſtle mean by the promiſe being 
unto them, and unto their Children? for if they are not 
in covenant, they have no right to the promiſe ! 

This mode of conduct, would make a very unfavour. 
able impreſſion on the minds of Jews, and yield them 
very poor encouragement to embrace Chriſtianity. You 
muſt tell them, that, © notwithſtanding your Children 
have, from the creation of the world, to the preſent day, 
been entitled to the ſame privileges of Church-member- 
ſhip, as yourſelves, yet, on your receiving the goſpel, 
your Children muſt be excluded.” But how melancholy 
theſe tidings in the ears of every conſiderate Jew ! 

A great variety of arguments, might eaſily be adduced 


of Chriſtianity, have an indiſputable right to Baptiſm, as 
the initiating ſeal of the covenant of grace. 
The following are ſubmitted to the attention of the 


Firſt, — Children are members of the viſible Church of 
Chriſt. Of /uch is the kingdom of God: i. e. the viſible 
Church is the kingdom of God, and children belong to 
that kingdom. SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN ald & 
Prxpn INFANTS; the ſame word is uſed concerning Jeſus 
in 
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in the manger, and tranſlated © babe.” Theſe babes were 
brought to Jeſus, (not to be healed of bodily diſeaſes) 
but to be , therefore children are capable of re- 
ceiving ſpiritual bleſſings. The Diſciples were culpable 
in attempting to forbid them, and ſo, I preſume, are all 


thoſe now, who act a ſimilar part. The queſtion was, 


Whether children might be brought to Jeſus to receive 
his bleſſing? He replies—by all means; for they-are 
members of the Church, and therefore I am concerned 
for them, they belong to my fold, and as the Shepherd, 
] am to take care of them. Accordingly, he took them 
up in his arms and bleſſed them. True; he did not bap- | 
tize them (for he baptized none. ) But he did that which 
was equal to it, he took them up in his arms, and de. 
clared them members of his kingdom, As Chriſt gave 
them the thing fignified by baptiſm, we are juſtified in 
giving them the /n; for as Dr. Owen juſtly obſerves, 
„They who have the thing ſignified have a right to the 
ſign of it.” The moſt rigid oppoſer of Infant Baptiſm, 
will not venture to ſay that the children of believing 
parents, are not capable of receiving that grace, which is 
ſignified in Baptiſm. Nay, it is certain that ſome chil. 
dren are actually partakers of the grace of regeneration, 
i. e. all ſuch who die in infancy, if not, they muſt periſh 
without hope; therefore ſuch have a right to Baptiſm. 
Be it obſerved alſo, that Infants are created for an eternal 


duration, and are capable of enjoying eternal happineſs, 


or ſuffering eternal miſery; and at death, muſt paſs into 
one or other of thoſe ſtates: andas all infants are children 


of wrath, and under the curſe, unleſs they are regene- 


+ John iv. 2. 


rated, 


n hs 


rated, they cannot enter into the kingdom of God; Now, 
as regeneration is that, which is ſignified by Baptiſm, it 

follows that children ought to be baptized. 
Secandly.—Children are relatively holy, therefore 
they ought to be baptized. There is a two-fold hohnels 
ſpoken of in ſcripture, a perfonal holineſs, or ſanctiſi- 
cation of the fpirit, and a federal or relative holineſs, 
For the latter, we plead in behalf of our children, on the 
ground of the Apoſtle's aſſertion.® * Elſe wſere your 
children unclean, but now they are holy.“ To ſettle the 
meaning of the terms, unclean and holy, we muſt have 
recourſe to ſcripture. The great Mr. Locke, in his com- 
mentary fays, By holy, is meant that relative holineſs, 
whereby any thing, hath an appropriation to God,” — 
The term. ayor is uſed in the ſame ſenſe as it is, when 
applied to the Jews as a nation—to the temple, and the 
various utenſils, i. e. they were ſeparated to a holy uſe, 
devoted to the ſervice of God. Thus, the word av ros 
is uſed to ſignify, perſons out of the pale of the viſible 
Church, not devoted to Gad, Therefore the Septuagiat 
apply this word to the Heathen. T The unclean 
abap {hall not paſs over it. In this ſenſe alſo does 
Peter ule the term. t God hath ſhewed me, that 1 
ſhould not call any man, common, or unclean.” awbaproy 
A arlpumy. Our Baptiſt brethren, with a view to avoid 
the force of the argument, ariſing from the relative holi- 
neſs of children, in conſequence of the fait of the parent, 
contend, that the term koly, means legitimate: as if the 
Apoitle had ſaid, ** If but one of the parents is a believer, 
your children are legitimate, but if neither—then they 

* x Cor, vii. 14. &.1ſa,, xxxv. 8. + Acts. x. 28, 
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are all BASTARDS, This is the neceſſary refult of con- 
fining the meaning of the term holy, to that of legitimacy ; 
an abſurdity too glaring to be cheriſhed for a moment ! 

We affert, on the authority of that keen diſputant, 
Mr. Baxter, that the word holy, is uſed near fix hundred 
times in ſcripture, for a relative holineſs, and a ſeparation 
to God, and NEVER once nſed for legitimacy. The Apoſtle 
Paul reaſons in the fame manner, when he ſays, “ For 
if the firſt fruit be holy, the lump is alſo holy: and if the 
root be holy, ſo are the branches.” Hence we conclude, 
that children are made partakers of federal holineſs, as 
well as the parents, and that therefore, they are entitled 
to Baptiſm. 

Thirdly.—Baptiſm came in the ſtead of ciconcanitiag; 
It has been obſerved above, that God made a covenant 
with Abraham four hundred and thirty years before the 
national covenant with Iſrael, and appointed circumeifion 
as its ſeal. And here let it be remarked, that as ſoon as 
Abraham was circumciſed, all his Children, his houſe- 


hold, were made partakers of the ſame ſign; which 'is a 


convincing proaf, that his Children were confidered as 
included in the ſame covenant. Now, by the eſtablith- 
ment of the goſpel diſpenſation, the Moſaic economy, 
and conſequently circumciſion, is aboliſhed, and Baptiſm 


is inſtituted in its room. This appears clear from the 
language of Paul.) And he received the ſign of cir- 
cumciſion, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, which he 
had yet being uncircumciſed.“ Here it is worthy our 
notice, that the Apoſtle + calls te goſpel (in oppolmon to 
the /aw) the righteouſneſs which is of faith. 
® Rom, vi, 16. 4 Rom: iv. 11. + Chap, x. 
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Again we obſerve, 

That the den of both ordinances, (Circumciſion and 
Baptiſm) is the ſame, viz. A DEDICATION ro GoD, 
and our relation to him, by an external and viſible cove. 
nant, As in circumciſion, the child was dedicated to 
God, and laid under an obligation to obſerve all the 
ſtatutes, and ordinances of that diſpenſation, ſo in bap- 
tiſm, the ſubject is devoted to the Lord Jeſus, and there- 
by bound to love, honour, and obey him; whence it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the one ſucceeded the other. 
As there were two ſeals to the covenant of Grace, under 
the Old Teſtament, ſo there muſt be under the New : 
And if Baptiſm do not come in the room of circumciſion, 
there is no ordinance, that can be conſidered as ſuch; 
conſequeutly one /ea! muſt have been loſt, and the Chriſ- 
tian Church is inferior, in point of privilege, to the 
Jewiſh, whereas * the law was only a ſhadow of good 
things to come.' 

Fourthly.—None mould be denied the benefit of or- 
dinances, who have neither an actual, nor a moral inca- 
pacity for receiving the benefits thereof; Children have 
no ſuch incapacity, therefore they are to be admitted into 
the viſible Church of Chriſt by Baptiſm, 

They are not actually incapable, for the Children of 
the Jews, were judged by God, to be capable of ſuſtain- 
ing a covenant relation, and received the ſeal thereof, 
and it would be abſurd. to ſuppoſe, that the Children of 


Chriſtian parents are leſs capable, or leſs * than 


they were. 
They are not morally incapable, for they have never 
ſinned, and God has promiſed to bleſs them.“ I will 


; ® Iſaiah xliv, 3. pour 
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pour out my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon 
thine offspring.” They cannot therefore be ſuppoſed, in 
any one inſtance, to have forfeited their right to a viſible 
relation to God, | 

But we will advance one ſtep further on this ground, 
and affirm that Children are capable of receiving the 
greateſt bleſſing, which God ever beſtowed on mortals, 
of having GOD AS THEIR GOD! They are capable 
of acceptance with God, capable of juſtification, and 
ſanctification, (which, according ts the Baptiſt principles) 
are neceſſary to baptiſm. * Hence then it follows, that 
it thev are capable of receiving thoſe qualifications, which 
are requiſite for the moſt important privilege of ſalvation, 
they, unqueſtionably, are capable of thoſe, which are re- 
quiſite for the 4% important privilege of baptiſm. For 
if the one be denied, ſo may the other, Infants are ca- 
pable of a divinely conſtituted union with the infinitely 
worthy Saviour, not leſs than adults; and are they inca- 
pable of the /ymbol of that union? Infants are capable 
of the influences of the Holy Spirit, not leſs than adults; 
and are they incapable of the /ymbol of thoſe . 
He that can believe it, let him believe it.“ “ 

Should it be aſked, What benefit do Children receive 
from Baptiſm? 1 reply, as much as the Children of the 
Jews from circumciſion. Children are capable of an- 
ſwering /ome of the ends of Baptiſm, though not all : 
They can be admitted as diſciples into the ſchool of 
Chriſt, and as ſubjects of his kingdom, which is the very 
firſt deſign of Baptiſm. Children are conſidered as ſub- 
jects of Great Britain, although they are not capable, at 

* Dr, Williams, vol, 1. p. 240. : a 
F preſent, 
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preſent, of anſwering every end, and fulfilling every daty 
of a ſubject. The Childteii of Freemen are free, altho” 
infants are not capable of diſcharging every duty, and 
performing every act of freemen. Let it be remettiber- 
ed, (as Mr. Henry ſays) that @ leaſe of a covenant be- 
tweeh a landlord and a tenant, may be of ufe to a child, 
though he does not underſtand it ; nay, thongh when he 
grows up, he may forfeit the benefit of it.” There are 
many inftances, in which Infant Baptiſm has been abun- 
dantly bleſſed: The pious Author, juſt quoted, ſays, 
For my own pait, I publicly expreſs my gratitude to 
God for my Infant Baptiſm, not only as it was an early 
admiſſion into the viſible body of Chtift, but as it fur- 
niſhed my pious parents, with a good argument (ant I 
. truſt, through grace, a prevailing argument) for an early 
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* dedication . of myſelf to Cod; in my Childhood. If God 
. . has wrought any good work upon my ſoul, I deſire, with 
W eh 


humble thankfulneſs, to acknowledge, the MORAL IN. 
FLUENCE OF MY INFANT BAPTISM. UPON 11. 
And ſhould children, who were baptized in their infanch, 
. forſake the Lord, the guilt ot the breach of the cove- 
nant, does not reſt on the parent, but on the children. 

Thus I conceive, that the right of the Infants of Be- 
tievers, ſtands firm, on the ground of their covenant re- 
lation io God, and therefore I conclude, that they ought 
to be baptized, It is impoſlible for them, who deny this 
concluſion, to produce one inſlance, in the New Teſta. 
ment, of a perſon profeſſing the Chriſtian religion, who 
delayed the Baptiſm of his Children, until they arrived 
at maturity. Nor is there one inſtance, in which a Child 


+ Hefiry on Baptiſm, page 118, 
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ho has been baptized in infancy, was baptized a SECOND 
TIME in adult age, If our Opponents can produce one 
ſuch inſtance, ſanctioned by the COMMAND OF Gon, 
or by SCRIPTURE EXAMPLE, we will cheerfully give 
up the point, ſubmit to immerſion, and ſuffer our little 
ones (however dear to us) to be cut off from all ſhare in 
covenant bleſſings, and caſt out ot the viſible Church of 
Chriſt. But no ſuch inſtance has ever been produced. 
neither will it be; for the inſpired Writers of the New 
Teſtament, intorm us, that when a Jewiſh, or a Gentile 
parent embraced Chriſtianity, not the parent only, but all 
1s children were admitted alſo, by Baptiſm. Thus we 
are informed, that Ly DIA and her houſehold; CO&NE- 
Los and his family: the JAiLoR and his houſehold 
were baptized, 

A late Writer among the Anti- pædobaptiſts takes it for 
granted, that there were no Infants in the Jailor's houle, 
becauſe it is ſaid, that the Apoſtles preached the word to 
all in his houſe. If this reaſoning be juſt, then we may 
fairly infer, that there was not an Infant among the mul- 
titudes to whom John preached ; for it is {aid that John 
preached the baptiſm of repentance to al! the people of 
Iſrael. Beſides, the following paſſage tranſlated literally, 
would read thus: He believing in God, rejoiced all 
the houſe over.” Ka . ö IS UN l He. 
Now it is evident, that the participle /ngular grmywmws 
cannot expreſs the faith of the Jailor, and of all in his 
houſe, which would have required a verb or participle 
plural. And it is remarkable, that (according to Dr. 
Guyſe) the Syriac verſion, when ſpeaking of Lydia, 
reads the * thus: The Children of her houſe were 

F 2 | baptized,” 
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1 
baptized,” which fhews, at leaſt, that in thoſe early times, 
Children were deemed ſuch parts of the houſehold as 
were baptized. 

It was the opinion of Dr. Lightfoot, that it had been 
a well-known, and long- continued cuſtom among the 
Jews, to admit Proſelytes into the Church of Iſrael, by 
baptizing them, and their whole families, zncluſrve of their 
Infants : and therefore, that the expreſſion, © Lydia and 
her houſehold,” refers to that cuſtom.* | 

Thus the Lord God of Heaven, has manifeſted a pe- 
culiar regard to Children in every age. Jeſus, with di- 
vine tenderneſs, took them up in his arms, and bleſſed 
them. He gave commiſſion to his Apoſtles, to feed his 
lambs; and from the creation of the world, to the preſent 
day, they have been included in every. covenant ; and 
entitled to every benefit, contained in thoſe ſolemn en- 
gagements, to which their parents were entitled. 

Hence it follows, 

Thirdly.—Ir is both unkind, and unwarrantable to de- 
ny Children a right to Baptiſm, as the initiating ſeal of 
the covenant, ſince they cannot have forfeited their co- 
venant relation to. God. 

I have never conſidered this ſubject as eſſential to fal- 
vation, whetner adminiſtered in :nfancy, or in adult age; 
whether by /pr:nil:ng, or by dipping. Yet I hold myſelf 
bound, to plead the cauſe of (what I conceive to be) 
truth with firmneſs; and eve! to conſider the loſs of pri- 
vate friendſhip, as not deſerving a moment's attention, 
when put in competition with 1t; eſpecially when that 
loſs is procured, by no other conduct, than that of SELI- 
DEFENCE, 


y Lightfoot's Harmony. In- 


+ Guyſe in Lag; 


* 
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Influenced by theſe motives, I proceed to obſerve, 
that it is unkind and unwarrantable, to deny Children a 
right to Baptiſm, as an initiating ſeal of the covenant. 

It is unkind; ſince they partake of the corruptions of 
their parents, would we deprive them of their privileges? 

It is unkind; becauſe it weakens the hope of the fal- 
vation of Infants. I do not intimate that all Infants, * . 
becauſe of their Baptiſm, are ſaved. But the argument 
is this: Thoſe who deny Infant Baptiſm, deny it, be- 
cauſe they are not now in covenant, and becauſe they are 
incapable of anſwering the end and deſign of Baptiſm.— 
Now if this be true, there can be no ground, on which 
to found our hopes of their ſalvation. For 1t God deny 
Baptiſm to Children, 1t 1s becauſe they are incapable of 
receiving that, which is ſignified by Baptiſm, kzs grace; 


conſequently, the inevitable reſult 1s, THEY MUST 


PERISH !! 

But if our Opponents will acknowledge, that Infants 
are capable of receiving the grace of God, then we aſſert, 
that they have an equal claim to Baptiſm, as the ſign, 
with believers themſelves. Mr. B. ſays, the future 
happineſs of all dying Infants, without diſtinction, is that, 
which meets my moſt firm, and cordial belief.“ And 
then, in the plenitude of his benevolence, adds, IF 
ANY of my Pædobaptiſt friends are of the ſame en 
IREjoOo Ickx.“ f 

I am happy to remove the doubt, which hangs on 
Mr. B's mind, and to aſſure him, that he is by no means 


ſolitary, in his benevolent belief. This ſentiment, which 


is ſo honourable to the bleſſed God, and is not ſubverſive 
of one goſpel doctrine, has been my moſt firm .and 


cordial 
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cordial belief, ever ſince I have been capable of think. 
ing, with any prepriety, on ſubjects of religion. It is 
the ſentiment of a very large majority of Pædobaptiſts: 
and is much more conſiſtent with our general principles, 
than with the principles of our Opponents. For we be- 
heve, that all Infants are delivered from the condemning 
power of original guilt, by virtue of the precious, and 
eticacious atonement of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; conſe- 
Fequently, as every Infant dying in that ſtate, is received 
inte the Church t:umphant, we believe that every ſur. 
viving Infant ought to be admitted into the Church malt. 
tant, as ſoon as either of the parents declares his, or her 
belief of the Chriſtian religion. But the Advocates for 
adult Baptiſm, reaſon thus: None are to be baptized but 
thoſe, who are capable of faith, and repentance; Infants 
are mot capable, therefore are not to be baptized. From 
this mode of reaſoning we juſtly retort, if faith and re- 


pentance are abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, Infants are 
not capable of beheving or repenting, conſequently they 


eannot be ſaved. Hence it follows, that as Mr. B. cor- 
dially believes the ſalvation of“ ALL DYING INFANTS 
WITHOYT DISTINCTION,” he is not indebted to his 
Anti-pædobaptiſt principles, for this benevolent article 
af his faith.— Again, 

To deny Infants a night to Baptiſm, is unwarrantable; 
becauſe it diminiſhes the Church of Chriſt, by excluding 
more chan nineteen parts in twenty, from the Chriſtian 
world. 

It is unuarrantable; becauſe it is excommunicating 
ahaſe, who, 1N EVERY AGE, were entitled to this re- 
ation, and who were confirmed in their privilegeiby our 

Lord 


( % ] 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It is doing that, for which they have 
no authority, and appears to be little leſs, than an af- 
ſumption of the divine prerogative. | 

I ſhall add but one remark more, under this pow 
poſition, 

It is unwarrantable; BECAUSE IT IS CONTRARY ro 
THE CUSTOM OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN ALL 
AGES. a 
It is granted, that as the ſubject in debate, is a matter 
of fact, an appeal to the cuſtom of antiquity, and the 
teſtimony of Authors, who flouriſhed in the earlieſt ages, 
is highly proper. For if the Churches eſtabliſned by the 
Apoſtles, admitted Infants into their ſocieties by baptiſm, 
it muſt have been a fact KNOWN TO ALL: or if they 
uniformly denied the right of Infants, this muſt have 
been EQUALLY NOTORIOUS, 

I proceed then to examine the truth of Mr. B's aſ- 
ſertion,* ** THERE IS NO CERTAIN EVIDENCE WHAT-= 
EVER THAT BABES WERE BAPTIZED ANY WHERE, 
OR BY ANY ONE, FOR THE SPACE OF TWO nun- 
DRED YEARS AFTER THE BIATH Or JESUS ChtkisT.” 

It is obſervable, that this poſition, like almoſt all 
others of the Anabaptiſts on this ſubjef, is of the 
negative kind, To render the argument concluſive, 
I conceive it ought to run thus: There ts rertain evidence 
that no babe was baptized, any where, or by any one, for 
the ſpace of two hundred years after the birth of Feſus- 
Chriſt. But on reflection, it is probable, that Mr. B. 


applies Tertullian's ſagacious maxim, to the writings. of 


the FATHERS, as well as to the writings of the Aros- 
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1 
TLES, THE FATHERS FORBID, WHAT THEY 90 
NOT MENTION,” 

The teſlimonies of the following perſons, who were 
the immediate ſucceſſors of the Apoltles, I beg leave to 
place in oppoſition to the aſſertion of my Opponent. 

Jusrin MarTyR flouriſhed about forty years after 
the time of the Apoſtles, and died A, D. 167. In his 
Apology he has theſe remarkable words. f Ka. manor &. 
EX. va SHH nn r Xe, ” Many of faxty or ſeventy 


years of age, were made Diſciples to Chriſt from their 


Infancy.“ Now this Writer uſes the ſame word, as Jeſus 
did in his command to his Apoſtles : Go and diſciple all 
nations, abileazi, And to be made Diſciples of Chriſt, 
from their Infancy, I think could mean nothing leſs, 
than that they were admitted by Baptiſm, into the 
Church, or School of Chriſt. 

IREN AUS was a Greek Biſhop of Lyons, and put to 
death A. D. 203. He was cotemporary wòith Polycarp, 
who was the Diſciple of John ne and wrote 
about ſixty-ſeven years after the Apoſtle. Now, if ke be 
found to ſpeak of the Baptiſm of Infants, it may be pre- 
ſumed, that it was the practice of the APOSTOLIC 
Church. That he does, will appear evident from his 
own words j—Omnes enim venit, per ſemetigſum ſaluare, 
ones, ꝛinquam per eum, RENASCUNTER IN DEUM, 
INF AN TES et PARVULOS, et pueros, et juvenes, et ſeni- 
ores, * He (i. e. Chriſt) came to ſave all perſons by bim- 
ſelf; all, I ſay, who by him are regenerated unto God, 


perſons.“ 
+ Juſtin Martyr's Apel. 1h, 


\ Libs adyer, Hareſes, II. cap. 39. 
The 


( nw 
The :phraſe, egenerated unto God, is conſtantly uſed, 


by the Writers of that age, for Baptiſm. And for the 


truth of this interpretation, we appeal to the judgment 
of our learned Qpponents. 

This affords another proof, that Infant Baptiſm was 
the practice of the Apoſtolic Church, becauſe this Writer, 
who was born feveral years before the death of the Apoſtle 
Jon, cannot be ſuppoſed to have been ignorant of the 
opinion, and the practice of the Apoſtles, concerning a 
ſubject of ſo much importance. 

The teſtimony of TERTULLIAN, may alſo, de very 
properly adduced, in favour of Infant Baptiſm, Thus 
Author, who died A. D. 216, adviſes Parents to defer 
the Baptiſm of their Infants until a certain period, UN- 
LESS IN CASE OF NECESSITY, or DANGER OF 
DEATH!” This advice, unanſwerably proves, that the 
Baptiſm of Infants was the univerſal practice of Chriſtians 
in his time. 

Theſe are the teſtimonies in favour of Infant Baptiſm, 
which are to be found in the writings of this, very early 
period of the N and are ſufficient to overthrow the 
aſſertion of Mr. B. tat there is mb evidence of this 
practice for the Part of two hundred years after the 
birth of Chriſt.” 

The probable reaſon, whe we have no more ample, 
and repeated teſtimomies on this fuhjett, mmediately 
after the Apoſtolic age, withoat preſumption, we may 
conehade to be this; the right of Infants to Baptiſm was 
never called in queſtion, and no diſputes had, at 1 
_ ariſen in the Church on the ſuhject. 
is ſupported by the more frequent and expreſs 

G teſti. 
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teſtimonies, given by the Writers in the ſucceeding ages, 
as ſoon as error began to ſhew its head. 

About this time aroſe ORIGEN, who was born A. D. 
185, when a diſpute was agitated concerning original fin; 
ſome aſſerted that Infants were not tainted by Adam's 
tranſgreſſion, while others maintained that they were,— 
Origen embraced the latter opinion, and reaſoning on 
this ſubject, he aſks—* Vat is the reaſon, that, whereas 
the Baptiſm of the Church, ts inſtituted for the forgiveneſs 
of fins, INFANTS ALSO BY THE USAGE OF THE 
CHURCH ARE BAPTIZED, when if there was nothing 
mn Infants which wanted forgiveneſs and mercy, the grace 
of Baptiſm would be needleſs to them? t In another trea- 
tiſe, he expreſſes himſelt more fully, (if poſhble) when 
he ſays, For this alſo it was, that the Church had, 
FROM THE APOSTLES A TRADITION, OR ORDER TO 
GIVE BAPTISM ALSO TO INFANTS. * 

The next teſtimony that preſents itſelf, is that of Cy- 
PRIAN, who was converted to Chriſtianity A. D. 240. 
In his time aroſe one Fidus, an African Biſhop, who de- 
nied original ſin, and was of opinion, that the Baptiſm 
of Infants ſhould be deferred until the egit day. 

On this occaſion, a council of ſixty-ſix Biſhops was 
convened at Carthage, A. D. 253, of which CYPRIAN 
was choſen preſident, And the reſult of their delibe- 
rations, was this; they were unanimouſly ot opinion, 
that the Baptiſm of Infants was not to be deferred until 
the eighth day: And the decree which they paſſed on 
this occaſion, cloſes with theſe memorable words: 
* ]herefore, dearly beloued, it is our opinion, that from 
_ * Comments in Epis. Rom: 


Bapti/i N; 


+ Hom, 8, in Levit. cap. 12. 
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Baptiſm, and the grace of God, who is kind and benign to 
all, none ought to be prohibited by us; which as it is to 
be ob ſerved with reſpect to ALL, $0 ESPECIALLY WITH 
RESPECT TO INFANTS, AND THOSE WHO ARE BUT 
JUST BORN, who deſerve our help, and the divine mercy.” * 

ST. AMBROSE, according to Mr. B's quotation, © was 
not baptized until the full age of a man, or more.” It this 
be true, then he ated contrary to the praftice of the 
Apoſtles, as he himſelf teſtifies. ** The Baptiſm of Infants 
was the prattice of the Apoſiles themſelves, and of the 
Church until now.” St. Ambroſe lived about 274 years 
from the time of the Apoſtles. 

ST. AUGUSTIN, who lived A. D. gyo, was frequently 
engaged in a controverſy with PELAG1Us, who ſtrongly 
oppoſed the doctrine of original fin. St. Auguſtin inſiſts 
that Children are polluted by original ſin, and therefore 
urges the neceſſity of baptizing them, ſaying, © why are 
Infants baptized for the remiſſion of fin, if they have none?” 
Now, unqueſtionably, if Infant Baptiſm had not been 
the invariable practice of the Church, Pelagius would 
have immediately and gladly fled to this refuge. But ſo 
far from pleading this, he conſiders it as a groſs calumny 
caſt on him, to ſay, that he denied Infant Baptiſm. On 
the contrary, he ſays, We confeſs, that Infants ought 
to be baptized for the remiſſion of fins, accoRDIiING TO 
THE RULE OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH, AND AC- 
CORDING TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES.” 
At another time he ſays, * Nunquam ſe, vel impium ali- 
quem Hzreticum, audiſſe qui hoc quod propoſuit de 
parvulis diceret;” i. e. THAT HE NEVER HAD HEARD 

+ Cyprian Ep. ad Fidum. Bp. 64. 
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OF. ANY ONE, NOT: EVEN, AN IMPIOUS; HARBFQ, 
WHO WOULD SAY SUCH A,THING.OF-LLTTLE CHIL- 
DREN.“ | | 
The teſtimony of. the renowned: CALVIN, A. D. 1500 
is alſo full to the point. T Now every. one muſt} ſee that 
the Baptiſm of Infants, which is ſupported: by, ſuch a 
body of ſcriptural evidence, was in no reſpe&-of; human 
invention. It is fooliſhly. trifling to object, that weneves 
find, that even one Infant was baptized: by the hands- of 
the Apoſtles, For though it be not expreſsly mentioned 
by the Evangeliſts, yet as they, are never excluded, 
whenever an account is given of; any, family's being (bap» 
tized; who then, but a mad man, would thence infer, 
that they were not baptized? If arguments of that kind 
were of force, by a parity, of i reaſon, women ſhould. be 
forbidden 1o:partake of the Lord's ſupper; as:we do not 
read that they were. admitted to it, in the time of, the 
Apoſtles; but here we are ſatisſed. with the, rule ol faith, 
For when we. conſider. the. deſign ofthe, inftitutzon, we 
can eaſily determine, who ate to,be; the ſuhjects of it: 
which we obſerve alſo in Baptiſm, For it we reflect on 
the end for Which it Was inſtituted, we evidgntly ſee that 
it is not leſs, ſuitable, for Inſants, than, fox adults. And 
therefore they cannot be, depxived of it, without doing 
manifeſt injuſtice to the illlofg its dix ina Author, But 
whereas they, diſſeminate ax eport among; the. ſunple c 
mon people. that a long: ſeries of. yea aha; elapſad, ajper 
the reſurrection of, Chxiſt, in hichithe Raptiſm ol In 
fants was unknown, they are guilty of, the, baſeſt falſes. 
hood.“ FOR THERE IS NO WRITER, HOWEN ER AN- 
+ Calvig's Jaftits, Lip. IV. ca XV. Seft, 92. 
Fædiſſime mentiuntur. CIENT,. 
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CLIENT, WHO. DOES, NOT'CERTALIN.LY- REFERS THE 
ORIGIN; QF:1T, r THE DAYS,OF THE! APOSTLES;” 
Many other:teſtimomes might be- broughtforward,, bat 
a greater number:;would: needlefsly, ſwell.this treatiſe. . 
On; the: review: however, we: may maintain, thats no 
hiſtorical fact, can he more honourahly, and more uni- 
formly ſupported than this, that from the time: oft the 
Apoſtles, to the year 410, the Baptiſm of Infants, was 
the UNIVERSAL PRACTICE of the Church: fox. PE- 
LAC Ius, (who; liyed about that time, and who would 
moſt. glad ly have - denied. it, could he. have done it, . with 
any proſpect of ſucceſs) as we have ſhe wn, exppefsly 
ayows it. And no one, was better: qualified. to decide 
on the; practice of the Churches than himſelf: fox though. 
he was born in Britain, yet he was a, conſiderable time 
at Carthage, in Africa, and at Jeruſalem, and had; tra- 
velled through all the noted Greek and Eaſtern Ghurches 
in Eurepe and Aſia. Andi Dr. WALL, has abundantly 
proved; that from the year of our Lord. 400 to 1100, no 
ſociety of men, in all that period of ſeven hundred ears. 
ever pretended. to ſay, that it was unlaw ful te bagtize 
Ihfants. As theſe evidences. are for tha / finſt four / hun- 
dred years, in which: there appears only one man, IRR. 
TU LLLAN, that adviſed the delay of Infant. Bapuſm 1 
* Thoſe who wiſh to ſee this fact eſtabliſhed by the concurrent teſtimony 
of-the ancient Fathers, will, bo highly enter tained by a perutaliotzMr FH 
6Q0D's'admirable pamphiety: entifieds ©* The Bapypiayot Intent, a reaſons 
able ſer vice, oſpecially. Argum, V. from which, 1 ircadily confeſe, a greats 
pt of the, above teſti menies is crafted, net haviog the. original Authors in 
my poſſeſſion, nor within my reach. The curious and learned Rbader will de 
gratified by conſulting Mr, WALL, whoſe labaurz. haue dang him honour,. 
ad thrown grpay light on this ſubjeR. 
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[ 46 | 
SOME CASES; and one GREGORY, that did perhaps 
praftiſe ſuch delay in the caſe of his children: But no 
ſociety of men, ſo thinking, or ſo practiſing; nor any one 
man, ſaying it was unlawful to baptize Infants : So in the 
next ſeven hundred years, there 1s not ſo much as one 
man to be found, that either ſpoke for, or practiſed any 
ſuch delay, BUT ALL THE CONTRARY. And when 
about the year 1130, one ſect among the Waldenſes de- 
clared againſt the baptizing of Infants, as being incapable 
of ſalvation, the main body of that people rejected that 


their opinion, and they of them, that held that opinion, 


quickly dwindled away, and diſappeared, there being no 
more heard of, holding that tenet, till the riſing of the 
German Anabaptiſts, anno 1522. ALL THE NATIONAL 
CHuUkcHtEs NOW IN THE WORLD, DO PROFESS, 
AND PRACTISE INFANT BAPTISM,f” 

As Mr. B. has ſaid ſo much on the genealogy of the 
Anabaptiſts, it may be neceſſary for me to pay ſome at- 
tention to it alſo. On which ſubject, I cannot refer to 
an Author of higher reſpeQability than MosHE1M.* 

As Mr. B. has ſet the example, he cannot be offended 
at my tracing up the origin of the Anabaptiſts to that ſeR, 
which made its appearance in the 16th century, of whom 
Moſheim ſays, The true origin of that ſect, which ac- 
quired the denomination of Anabaptiſts, by their admi- 
niſtering anew, the rite of Baptiſm, to thole who came 
over to their communion, and derived that of Menno- 
nites, from the famous man, to whom they owe the 
greateſt part of their felicity, is hid in the remoteſt depths 


+ Dr. Wall's Hiſt. of Inf Bapt. part II. cap. 10. | | 
® Fecles. Hiſtory, Vol, IV. P. 129. 0 Page 13, 14. | of 
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of antiquity, and is, of conſequence, extremely difficult 
to be aſcertained,” 

This Author obſerves, © That the Mains are not 
entirely miſtaken, when they boaſt of their deſcent from 
the Waldenſes, and Petrobruſſians—and before the time 
of the reformation, many of this ſe& lay concealed in 
almoſt all the countries of Europe. However, among 
them were perſons of different ways of thinking—ſome 
were of a fanatical complexion; and others of a more 
prudent, and rational turn of mind. The views and 
hopes of theſe people were revived by Luther, but at 
length they forſook him, not ſatisfied with the plan of 
reformation propoſed by him, 

„The moſt pernicious faction, of all thoſe that com- 
poſed this motley multitude, was that which pretended | 
that the founders of the new, and perfect Church, were 
under a divine impulſe, and were armed againſt all op- 
polition by the power of working miracles. It was this 
deteſtable faction, that, in the year 1621, began their fa- 
natical work, and excited the moſt unhappy tumults and 
commotions in Saxony, and the adjacent countries. 
But at length, this ſeditious eroud was routed, and diſ- 
perſed by the Elector of Saxony. Mu N z ER, their ring- 
leader, was put to death in an ignominious manner, and 
his factious counſellors ſcattered. In this critical ſitu- 
ation, they derived much comfort, and aſſiſtance from the 
counſels, and zeal of MENNo SIMON, a native of 
Frieſland, who had formerly been a Popiſh Prieſt, and, 
as he himſelf confeſſes, a notorious profligate. This man 
went over to the Anabaptiſts—he was a man of genius, 
though not of a very ſound judgment, By his prudence, 
n 


[ 8 ] | 
probity, medeneſs, und cloquence, he was rendered 
very ſucceſsful, He drew up a plan of doctrine and Qif. 
cipline of a much more mild, and moderate nature, than 
that of the furious, and fanatical Anabaptiſts, which had 
been a cure to every nation where they were found, ant 
a Uilgrace to human nature.“ 
ence 1 -obferve, that although the Alberti of the 
Auchor of that Pamphlet, was not ſtrictly correct, “ that 
Memio was the ri perſon that denied Infant Baptiſm, 
Fet it is a ſtubborn fact, that although there were indi- 
viduals, for feverul preceding years, ſuch as PETER DE 
BRUIS, ARNOLD, and fome others, who denied Infant 
Baptiſm, yet, until MENN O aroſe, there were no regular 
ani fitted ſocieties of Anabaptiſts, (except thoſe impious 
and fanatical fefts, from whom no'perſons in the preſent 
day, wotild wiſh to trace their deſcent) HENSE (ſays 
Moſheim) fs Is DESERVEDLY LooKED UPON AS 
THE COMMON CHIEF Of ALMOST ALL THE ANA- 
BAPTISTS, AND THE PARENT OF THE SECT, THAT 
STILL SUBS1STS UNDER THAT DENOMINATION.”f 
By the allufion made to the conduſt of the Anabaptifte 
in Gerthany, 1 hope it will trot be confidered, as imply» 
ing any reſletion on their 4efcordatits, of the preſent 
day, as if they were aftoated by the fame Tpirit, and theft 
principles were tending to produce the ſame excefſes; 1 
mean tro Tach thing. I freely acktowledpe, that ally 
of the Baptiſt perfaaſion, are ornaments to religion 
Their piety and earning demand the affection and reve 
rence of the aye. Neither ſhould I have recalled to me. 
_ ory thoke wanſactions, Which diſgraced rel gion, bad 
| Vol, IV. p. 142. 5 
not 
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not Mr. B. rendered it neceſſary, by his tracing the ſub- 
ject up to its origin, in the large quotation which he has 
made from Du Pin. | 

Here, then, we cheerfully leave it with the Reader of 
reflection, and impartiality, to determine, on which ſide 
the weight of evidence preponderates. _ 

I now proceed to the ſecond part of my deſign. 

— — — — —— 

Secondly—to confider the MODE in which Baptifm 
may be adminiſtered, agreeably to the word of Goa, anc and 
the practice of the Church of Chriſt. 

This part of the ſubjeft, has been ſo b diſ. 
cuſſed, and is thereby involved in ſo much perplexity, 
that the generality of readers, are ſcarcely able to per- 
ceive the real ſubject of diſpute, between the Pzdobap- 
tiſts, and the Anti-pædobaptiſts. I ſhall therefore en- 
deavour, to be as conciſe, and explicit as poſſible.— 
We believe Baptiſm to be a Chriſtian ordinance; which 
implies a ceremonial PURIFICATION ZT WATER 
The proximate genus, is purification, the ſpecific diffe- 
rence is, that it is a purification by a ceremonial or re- 
ligious aſe of water,” 1 And J moſt cordially agree with 
Dr. Williams, when he ſays, © I maintain, that the proper 
ſacramental import of the word Banhaws, in the New 
Teſtament, is exhanſted by chis definition.“ Hereby it 
will be eaſily perceived, that all which we plead for is, 
the religious uſe of water, in the Chriſtuan ordinance of 
Bapti/m. We. contend, that the MODE of. admimiſtering 
this ordinance, whether by ſprinkling, pouring, or dip- 
ping, is a circumſtamce only, and does not enter into the 

t Pr. Williams, Vol. II. 5. 365 · 
E : eſſence, 
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eſſence, or affect the deſign of our Lord in the iaſtitutiot 


of Baptiſm. We do not deny that the original word 
has been frequently uſed, by profane Authors, to denote 
waſhing by dipping. All we contend for is, that the 
word does not ſignify to dip ON LY, by a total immerſion; 
and we afhrm, that the ſacrament of Baptiſm is as valid, 
and ſcriptural, when adminiſtered by ſprinkling, or pour. 
ing water upon the ſubject, as by plunging the body 
wholly under water. 

On the other hand, our Opponents contend, that the 
original term ſignifies to dip, and 1HAT ONLY; and 
conſequently, that cannot be ſcriptural Baptiſm, which 


does not immerſe the ſubject totally under water, * If the 
Anabaptiſts (ſays an acute Writer*) were content with 
maintaining their particular mode, only as the favourite 


badge of their party, without inſiſting ou it, as the eſſence 
of the ſacrament, our controverſy would be inſtantane- 
ouſly at an end.” But as ſo much importance is attached 
to this diſtinguiſhing mode, it becomes us to make our 
appeal. 

1ſt. Therefore, let us examine the true meaning of the 


original terms. The word uſed by our Lord, when he 


gave the commiſſion to the Diſciples, after his reſurrec- 
tion, is Ba, This is a diminutive derived from gane. 
And Lexicographers agree in ſaying, that the primitive 
idea of this word is to WASH. This is done, ſometimes 


by dipping, ſometimes by pouring water, and ſometimes 


by /prenkling. And here it is obſervable, that of the 
two-and-twenty inſtances where this word is found, not 
one is inconſiſtent with its being, in its primary meaning, 


Mr. De Courcy Rejoin'd, p. 126. 
a ge. 


/prinkling, or by pouring water, and each of theſe muſt 


CA 


a generic term, ſignifying to TINGE; whereas in fix in- 


ſtances at leaſt, it I am not much miſtaken, the ſpecific 


notion of immerſion is excluded.” * 

Let us ſee in what ſenſe the ſacred Writers of the New 
Teſtament uſe the word gan. Send Lazarus that he may 
dip the tip of his finger.“ T And he was clothed with a 
veſture dipt in blood.“ In each of theſe places the word 
2z7lw is uſed; and it is evident, that in neither place is it 
uſed for total immerſtion; and certainly all muſt acknow- 
ledge, that when applied to the veſture of Jeſus, it muſt 
convey the idea of ſprinkled or ſtained. Let it be re- 
membered, that this word is never uſed with reſpett to 
the ordinance of Baptiſm! The word gan is uſed by 
Chriſt in his commiſſion, and by the Apoſtles, when they 
ſpeak of Baptiſm, And in the words of that. learned 
Critic Dr. Owen, ᷑ we aſſert, ** that no one inſtance can 
be given in ſcripture, wherein gag doth neceſſarily 
ſignify either to dip or plunge, It doth NOT ſignify, 
PROPERLY to dip or plunge, for that in Greek is «wan 
and 627), It no where ſignifies to dip, but as a MODE 
of, and in order to waſhing. I muſt ſay, and will make 
it good, that no honeſt man, who underſtands the Greek 


tongue, can deny the word to ſignify to waſh, as well as 


to dip.“ 
If we conſult the learned Cn of 1 
we ſhall find them all agreeing, that the primary ſigniſi- 


cation of the term is waſhing. Now it is clear, that this 


aft of waſhing, may be performed, either by dipping, by 


„ Dr, Williams, Vol. II. p. 54. N 
+ Luke xvi, 23. || Rev, Az. 13. —— hot 
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32 } 
be conſidered as a /econdary idea attached to the word, 


So that that man would act as abſurdly WhO confined: the 
meaning of the word baptize, or waſh, to the att of 


ſprinkling or pouring, as another who confined it to dip- 


ping; for the term baptize unqueſtionably is equivocal, 
and is uſed for waſhing, ſometimes in one ſenſe, at other 
times in another. This ſtatement oi the caſe will ac- 
count for the apparent diſagreement on this ſubject, be- 
tween Authors equally learned: And this diſagreement, 
is not ſo much in the Authors themſelves, as in the 
Writers, who quote them. For when the Advocates for 
immerſion, refer to an Author, it is too common with 
them to take one ſenſe only, ſuch as ſerves their own pur- 
pole, In this manner, has Mr. B. quoted CALVIN and 
BEzaA.t * The renowned Calvin teflifies : The word baps 
122 | gu fies 2 immer ſe; and the rite of imme rſton was 
ſed by the ancient Church.“ But does this venerable and 
learned Father ſay nothing more? Yes; but Mr. B's 
reaſon tor going no further in the quotation, 1s evident; 
The FIRST PART of that ſentence, which Mr. B, has 
quoted, runs thus, But whether the perſon baptized be 
wholly plung'd, and that, once or thrice, or whether he 
be only /prinkled with water poured upon him, Is OF 
VERY LITTLE IMPORTANCE, but in this, Churches 
ought to be left at _ to act, according to the diffe- 
rence of countries.” 

Thus, this great man, when permitted to. ſpeak 10 
himſelf, ſays no more, than what many intelligent Pædo - 
baptiſts will readily ſay; and would Mr. B. cordially ac- 
quieſce in this ſentiment of Calvin, * that the mode of 

+ Page 9. »Caliin's Iaſtit. Lib. XV. Sc. 19. 
. applying 
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applying water in Baptiſm, is of VERY LITTLE I» 
PORTANCE,” our controverſy would immediately ceaſe; 
Again, Mr. B. introduces BEZA, as ſaying, * Chrift ” 
commanded us to be baptized; by which words it ig certain, 
immerſeon is ſignified.” But this learned Commentator; 
alſo ſays,+ * The reality of Baptiſm is the H of 
the blood of Feſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of fans; and the 
imputation of his righteouſneſs, which are as it net 
diſplayed before our eyes in the ſign of outward ſprinkling. 
ARE THEY THEREFORE IMPROPERLY BAPTEZBDs 
witO ARE SPRINKLED WITH WATER ONLY//CAST 
oN THEM? No.” This ſame Author is quoted by 
Leigh, in bis Critica Sacra, (in Marg.) as expreſſing 
himſelf thus, on Mark vii. 4. © Except they wah 
Ban ilowlai, i. e. are baptized, Low fuerim vulg. bapti- 
zentur, i. e. they waſhed, or made their hands wet, 
by pouring water upon them, as is the cuſtom of the 
Jews to this day. Thus the cauſe of immerſion is not 
much aſſiſted by either of theſe great men, was: "ON 
teſtimony is farrly Rated. ; LA 
The opinion alſo of Dr. Featly,* may be a as 
of conſiderable conſequence. He ſays, Chriſt no where 
requires dipping, but only baptizing; which word im- 
ports no more than ablution or waſhing, which may be 
done without dipping, as Heſychius, Stephanus, Scapula, 
and Budæus, the great maſters of the Greek tongue, 
make good by very many , inſtances, and A out 
of claſſic writers. 4 
Having mentioned. that emment e Leigh, th 
may be deemed ſtrange, if I bring not forward 42s teſti- 
+ Apnotat, Matt. i. II. * Leigh's Crit. Sao, in Loc. 
many, 
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mony, On the word gan, he ſays, © The word bap. 
tize, though it be derived from Env tingo, to dip or 
plunge into the water; and ſignifieth primarily, ſuch a 
kind of waſhing, as is uſed in Bucks, where linen is 
plunged and dipt; yet it is taken more largely, for any 
kind of waſhing, rinſing, or cleanſing, even where there 
is no dipping at all : as, he ſhall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghoſt;“ and many other places. This is all, that 
we contend tor, that the word baptize does not neceſſa- 
nly mean dipping, to the excluſion of any other mode of 
waſhing, by the application of water, either by ſprinkling 
or pouring. 

Theſe are the opinions of the learned on the primary 
meaning of the word : and many more might have been 
brought forward. But, my Opponent ventures to place 
ts opinion, in, oppoſition to the deciſion of all the learn- 
ed, of ancient and modern times ; and, with a maſterly 
ſtroke, cloſes at once, all poſſibility of any further diſ- 
pute; for he ſays, “ DIr PING 18 COMMANDED IN 
ALL THOSE PLACES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
WHERE BAPTISM IS ENjOIN'D{!!” 

Thus all the learned labour of ages, is ſwept away 
with one ſtroke, © Baptiſm 18 dipping !” But notwith- 
ſtanding this point is ſo authoritatively decided by Mr. 
B. I ſhall preſume in the next place, 

2nd—To examine the propriety of confining the word 
Baptiſm, to the act of dipping, in thoſe places where 
it is uſed in ſacred ſcriptures. Here I perfectly agree 
in the opinion of a late Writer, t“ that the point 


Matt. iii. 11. and chap: xx. 22. Page 18. 
+ Elliott's dipping,” not baptizing, chap. 2. 
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in diſpute entirely hinges on this -In what ſenſe the 


SCRIPTURE es thts word whether to dip a perſon in, 
or under water, or to 'waſk him with water: Is it not 


then impertinent for any one ſtill to urge, in Homer, 


Plutarch, &c. it ſignifies to dip or plunge; FOR WHO 
DENIES 17 The point in diſpute hinges on this; has 
it always that ſenſe and no other? for elſe it proves no- 
thing againſt us; eſpecially if this be not its conſlant 
meaning throughout the ſcripture. But the inſpired Wri- 
ters of the Old and New Teſtaments, do no where, ig 
my opinion, intend by the word baptize, to expreſs 
merely, or chiefly, an act of immerſion or dipping, and 
much leſs to dip under water ; but rather thac of waſh- 
ing or ſprinkling.” 

I ſhall now, endeavour to collect thoſe * in the 
New Teſtament, wherein the word Baptiſm is mentioned, 
and ſhall examine whether in all, or in any of them, it 
muſt NECESSARILY mean dipping and plunging, to the 
entire excluſion of ſprinkling or pouring. 

Matthew iti. 11. I indeed baptize, i. e. dip you with wa- 
ter, but he that cometh after me ſhall baptize (dip) you with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with fire. The manner in which the 
Diſciples were baptized by the Holy Ghoſt, was by the 
ſacred emblem hanging over, and reſting on their heads 
in the ſhape of cloven tongues. ** And there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it {at upon 
each of them: and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” Chap. xx. 22. Jeſus ſaid, 
are ye able to be baptized {dipped) with the bapti/mn (drp- 
ping) that Iam baptized dipped) with ? | 
” Mark 
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Mark vii. 4; And when they come from the market 


except they waſh, (ParniiLonla, baptize) or agreeably to Our 
Opponent's mode of rendering the word, except they dip 
or Plunge themielves; and many other things there be, 
which they have received to hold, ſuch as the , waſhings 
{dippings) of cups and pots, brazen veſſels and tables,“ 
{or more properly) beds. It is abſurd to ſuppole that the 
Jews plunged themſetves under water, before every meal, 
or dipped their veſſels and their beds, It is well known, 
That theſe rites were obſerved, with a view of purifying 
themſelves from ceremonial pollution. And Moſes in- 
forms us, in what manner theſe purifications were per- 
formed; and he ſhall /prinkfe upon him that is to be 
3 We, '* 
In this manner alſo, was the blood of th lamb to be 
applied to the doors of the houſes of the Iſraelites, by 
priniling it on the lintels, and two ſide poſts. In allu- 
Hon to this aft, the Apoſtle calls the blood of Chnit, the 
blood of SPRINKLING. ft 

Luke vii. 29. And all the people that heard him and 
the Publicans juſtified God, being bapiuzed (dipped) with 

dhe bapriſm (dipping) of John. 
Ats xm. 24. When John had firſt preached before 
his coming, the baptiſm (dipping) of repentance. 
Chap. xvi. v. 93. And he {the Jailor) took them the 
Sarge hour of the night, and waſhed their ſtripes, and was 
ÞSaptized, he and all his ſtraightway. On this paſſage, 4 
mall beg leave to preſent the Reader with the opinion of 
abe judiczous Dr. Guyſet It feems highly improbable, 
| ®, Lovit, iv, 5. | | Heb. xi, 28. compared with Exod, xii, 22. 
+ Tuyke's h. in Loc, be. 
that 
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that the Jailor, and this houſe, were baptized by Mither- 
fon ; ſince, as far as appears, that ordinance Was, all oh 
a ſudden, adminiſteted to them, feverklly, while they 
were in prifon; and ſince the mangled condition of Paul 
and Silas's bodies, by means of their being feverdy 
ſcourged the day before, made it very improper, not to 
ſay unfafe, for them to go at midnight into the water ſo 
deep, as that mode of baptizing would oblige thein ts 
do,''* 

Revelation xix. 13. And he was clothed with a veſ- 
ture dipt in blood” the original word is BiCappuriy, ap- 
tized : now, in order to judge of the true meaning of this 
word, it may be of uſe to compare this expreſſion with 
another, in the Old Teſtament, In Daniel v. 21, we BY 


the ſame word uſed by the Septuagint, in deſcribing tA 


ſtate of Nebuchadnezar's body: his body was wer, c 
baptized with the det of Reaven : and it is leit to every 


one to judge, in what manner a perſon is baptized with 


tain or e deſcending upon him; Whether he is ASE 
or plunge once more 
1 Corinthians X. 42. Our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all paſfed through the Tea, and were all bay- 
tized unto Moſes, in the cloud and in the ſea.” Now the 
inſpired Author of Exodus informs us, how this was ef- 
fette: And the children of Iſrael went into the midſt 
of the ſea upon the dry ground, and the waters were a 
wall umo them, on theit right hand, and. of their left.“ 
Hete again, is another ihftance, in which perſons are 
ſaid to be baprized, and yet not pluhged under water. — 
The Eoyerians ONLY were THUS baptized! 
* Guyſe's Paraph. in Loc. tidts. {| Exod, ziv, 22, 
I | But 
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But our Baptiſt brethren, driven from this ground, 
preſently make their ſtand on another, which I conceive 
to be equally untenable. They tell us, that in many 
parts of ſcripture, ſuch a mode of expreſſion 1s uſed, as 
mult neceſſarily imply immerſion—Thele are the follow. 
ing: 

Matt. iii. 6. And were baptized of him in Jordan;” 
and v. 16. And Jeſus, when he was baptized, went up 


ſtraightway, OUT OF THE WATER: Hence they draw 


a certain concluſion, that the ſubjetts were actually 
plunged under water. But we do not perceive, any 
thing in theſe words, to weaken our opinion; for would 
it be any great inconvenience for them to go into the 
water ancle deep, with their ſandals, for the ſake of being 
ſprinkled? The whole force of this argument ariſes 
from the words IN and OUT OF; but it is well known 
that the Grecians uſe the prepoſitions ws, and ex, in a 
different ſenſe: «s often is tranſlated apud, coram, ad, to, 
at, by, near, and upon; and « ſignifies From and at; as 
the following paſſages of ſcripture abundantly prove. 
The example of the EUNUCH is pleaded as an in- 
conteſtible proof of zmmerſeon : © And they went down 
BOTH INTO the water, both Philip and the Eunuch, 
and he baptized him, and when they were come up OUT 
OF the water,” &c.“ But, if this paſſage of ſcripture 
proves any thing in favour of immerſion, it moſt untor- 
tunately for our Baptiſt friends, proves too much, as for 
inſtance : they went down BOTH INTO the water, i. e, 
(according to the interpretation of the advocates for dip- 
ping) they were plunged under water, Why then it is 
Ads vii. 38, 1 5 

equallx 


l 

equally certain, that PHILIP, As WELL AS THE Ev- 
NUCH, was plunged ! And the inſpired Hiſtorian expreſſes 
himſelf particularly ſtrong on this point, as though he 
deſigned to inform us, that neither the one, nor the 
other were dipped, for he ſays, they went down BOTH 
into the water, BOTH PHILIP AND THE EUNUCH. 

Therefore, if our Opponents inſiſt, that the Eunuch 
was actually IMMERSED, we alſo inſiſt, (and that upon 
the /ame ground )that PH1L1p ALSO WAS IMMERSED!!, 
This is one inſtance out of many, which might be addu- 
ced, to expoſe the abſurdity of building ſo much, on the - 
bare conſtruttion of a ſentence, and the uſe of a prepo- 
polition. The expreſſions and es % dag, and ex Tov v3ales, do 
not neceſſarily imply, that either Philip or the Eunuch 
went under the water, for the ſame prepoſition is uſed in 
Matthew v. 1. And Jeſus went up 1NTO a mountain 
to pray,” us Þ egos, Did Jeſus enter into the BOWELs of 
a mountain to pray? Chap, xv. 24. I am not ſent but 
UNTO (us) the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael,” Chap- 
ter xvii. 27, © Jeſus ſaid unto Peter go thou us Tm banaooas 
TO the ſea, and caſt an hook.” Now, if dipping be 
urged, from the bare meaning of ſuch prepoſitions IN 
and UNTO, then Peter muſt have plunged himſelf into 
the ſea to catch the fiſh. Again, John xi. 32. When 
Mary was come where Jeſus was, and ſaw him, ſhe fell 
down AT HIS FEET, us Tovs moJas. | 

The abſurdity will appear ſtill more glaring, by an at- 
tention to the mode of expreſſion uſed by our Lord to- 


the young man who was born blind, T Go waſh 1N the 
pool of Siloam, us I xopCnbgay. ** To infer therefore, 


+ Johq ix. 7. 
12 always 
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always. a flung! ag of che whole body, in water, hecauſe 
the word in (on 1) occurs in the narrative, would in ma- 
ny inſtances, be equally as falſe, as abſurd, For inſtance, 
our Lord commands the young man born blind, to waſh” 
in the pool of Siloam : but that his whole body was not 
immerſed in it is plain; becauſe only his eyes were af- 
fected, and only, thts part was to have been waſhed, in 
doing which there was no immerſion at all.“ T 
Another paſfage is ſtrongly urged by che advocates, fox 
immerſion, as unanſwerable, which is John iii. 2g.» 
* And John alſo. was baptizing in Enon, near to Salim, 
becauſe there was much water there.” On this we ob. 
ſerve, That at the time of John's agpearing, there was 
a general expectation of the promiſed Meſhah, among 
the Jews. And when he began to preach, in a public 
manner, thefe hopes were raiſed to-the higheſt pitch, for, 
the Jews ſent, Prieſts and Levites, from Jeruſalem, to 
aſk him, who art thou?“ x This expettation. brought, 
vaſt multitudes to hear him; they were convinced of the, 
truth of his doctrine, and were baptized. Now John was 
the harbinger of Jelys the Meſſiah, and, his baptiſm, was 
a general purification. of the Jews, as a, prelude to, the 
coming of Chriſt: and it is obſervable, that it is ſaid, 
verſe 25th, Then there aroſe a queſtion, between * 
of. John's Diſciples. and the Jews, about purifying.” + 
And as John was a Jewiſh prieſt, he muſt have been ac- 
cuſtomed to the manner. of performing thoſe various pu- 
rifica ions, which were appointed, to remove ceremonial 
pollutions, by dipping a bunch of hyſſop in water, and 
/prinkling che unclean perſon.- Is it not therefore 
+ Mr. De Courcy Rei. 232. Chap, i. 19, 1. Numb. xix, 18. 
| highly 
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highly: probable. that he arranged the multitudes, am the 
banks of the river, and that he baptizedi them, by (rials 
ling the water over them, either witk a bunch. ok h 
or any other convenient inſtrument; than. chat be. fuk. 
mitted. to, the Herculean labour of. plunging fo many 
thouſands, as came to him, from day to day, and from 
month to month? John had never been accuſtomad t 
plungings, under the Moſaxc aconomy, and ha would 
not have adopted nt mode, without nnn 
But no ſuch command is pretended. 

Let us obſerve again, that as ſuch. mukitudes came 
from all parts to hear John, many mult. have been. fa 
from home, and many had cattle wuh them; this ciccum- 
ſtance alone would induce John to chuſe. Enon, becaa/e 
much water would be neceſſary for the accommodation 
his hearers. Beſides, dur learned Opponents well knaws, 
that the original expreſhon, literally is, many, makers, or 
[mall ſtreams, conſequently nothing, certain, can be ** 
thered hence in favour ol dipping. 

It is reaſonable to ſuppole, that a very n 
of thoſe, were led by curioſity, io hear this extraoxdinagp - 
perſon. When they left. their habitations, they had. n 
intention, of being baptized.; and conſequently were note 
provided with the. necefiary,;change cf ruiment, Indeed, 
were they thus, provided, I know: nat. what' conveniencys 
this: wilderneſs: could. have afforded for undreſſimg, and 
dreſſing. themſelves, conſiſtent with: decency, Now. ifs 
, the: Niſcjples af; John. were abſolutely planged unde 
, water, it muſt. have been, either clothed. ar naked;; ther 
Jormen wouldibs. unſafe, the latter an autrage on madeſtya 
let the advocates for dinginq take which. alternatix o they 
pleeſe. Romans 
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Romans vi. g, 4, 5- Therefore we are buried W 
him by baptiſm into death, &c. The learned and ju. 
dicious expoſitor, Dr. Owen, affirms, that there is not 
one word, nor one expreſſion; that mentions any reſem- 
blance, between dipping under water, and the death and 


burial of Chriſt; nor one word that mentions a reſem. 


blance between our riſing out of the water, and the re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt. Our being buried with him in bap- 
tiſm into death, v. 4, is our being planted together in the 
likeneſs of his death. v. 5. Our being planted together 
in the likeneſs of his death, is not our being dipped under 
water, (if it were, then many ungod!y perſons have been, 
and are daily) but the crucifying the old man, v. 6. our 
being raiſed up with Chriſt from the dead, is not our 
riſing from under the water, but our walking in newneſs 
of life, v. 4. by virtue of the reſurrection of Chriſt.” 
An eminent Writer of the preſent day,“ remarks, that 
* it is obſervable, that the Apoſtle, through the whole 
paſſage, does not ſo much as mention, our being baptized 
into Chriſt's hurial, nor into his refurrection, but, he 
ſays, again, and again, baptized into his death. No mode 
of baptiſm, then can, with certainty, be inferred from 
theſe words, for he mentions our having been burzed and 
raiſed with Chriſt, only as the effect, or in conſequence 
of our being dead with Chriſt, by being baptized into his 
death; therefore the Apoſtle only infers, that we are bu- 
ried with Chrit—How? by being baptized into his 
burial? no—but by being baptized into his death; and 1 
humbly conceive, that the Apoſtle would have ſaid; not 
his death, but his burial, if he had intended to deſcribe - 
$ Traits, p. 582, © © * Dr. Williams, vol. II. P. 123. 
N Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm as a reſemblance of Chriſt's burial in the mode 
of it, but he ſeems carefully to avoid it.“ 

And all muſt acknowledge, that the burial of Chriſt, 
his being put into the tomb, is a more expreſſive emblem 
ot immer ſion, than his death on the croſs of Calvary. 

A thought has occurred to me on this ſubje&, which, 

I conceive, is far from being unnatural, As the body of 
Chriſt was /prankled, and ftained by the blood iſſuing 
from his wounded temples, his hands, his fide, and feet, 
ſo the adminiſtration of the -ordinance of Baptiſm by 
/[prinkling or pouring, exhibits a far more lively and ſtri- 
king reſemblance ot the death of Chriſt, than plunging. 
Therefore, I am firmly of opinion, that if the inſpired 
Writer intended an alluſion to the mode of Baptiſm, 
(which I confeſs is very doubtful) by the expreſſion 
planted together in the likeneſs of his death, in the paſſage 
under conſideration, it is natural to ſuppoſe he alludes 
to that of Jprinkting. 

Thus, I hope, it is eſtabliſhed, in the view of the im- 
partial Reader, that the ſacred Writers gf the New 
Teſtament, have not poſitively decided, that Baptiſm 1s 
to be adminiſtered by immerſion, and by that mode alone, 
and that we may rationally conclude, from their teſti- 
mony, that it might be adminiſtered by ſprinkling. And 
the public are now left to judge, whether Mr. B's aſ- 
ſertion, amounts to any thing more, or leſs than an un. 
warrantable, and an unſupported aſſumption, : DIPPING, 
15 COMMANDED IN ALL THOSE PLACES, WHERE ; 
BAPTISM 18 ENJOINED! Nay were we to reaſon on 
Mr. B's favourite maxim, we ſhould ſay— TAE SCRIP= 
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TORE DOES NOT MENTION PLUNGING, ann 
FORE IT FORBIDS 171 

The Author of the fmat! Pamphlet fo requtuady al 
tated to, propoſed the following queſtion, to the adve. 
cates of immerſion, Does the quantity of the elements 
ofed in an ordinance enter eſſentially into the nature, and 
efficacy of that ordinance? If it do, why do not advocates 
tor much water, uſe alſo much bread and wine, feeing there 
is as poſitive a command for the one us the other? 

To this Mr. B. replies“ I have no objettion to Tay, 
that the quantity of the elements uſed in an ordinanet, 
enters eflentially into the nature of that ordinance,” 
Surely! It would have been then, peculiarly kind, te 
have infomed the religious world, more particularly, of 
this important circumſtance; otherwiſe we ſhall be in 
continual danger of erring, by uſing, either tos much, ot 
too little, and thereby rendering our fervices of no avail, 
nay far worſe, ot rendering them ałts ef will worfhip; 
and conſequently abominable in the ſight of God. But 
on reading farther, we find that Mr. B. has given us in. 
formation, he tells us that it is © A 80 FF1CHENT AN. 
IT!“ Important diſcovery! Benevolent information? 

But alas! ſuch is the perverſeneſs of the enquiring Pædo- 
daptiſt, he retorts the queſtion. Mat do you tail a ſuf< 
ficient quantity?” *] have hitherto taken it tor granted, 
that a few drops ſprinkled, or poured, upon the ſubjeft, 
were ſufficient.” And ſo they are, for a /ufficiency is a ſuf. 
-ficiency!! Is not this arguing. in a circle? But Mr. B. 
informs us that there muſt be a ſufficient quantity male 


?o Covin the bedy, in order to conſtitute ſcriptare ** 
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tiſm; but WHO told Mr, B. this? WHERE has Chriſt 
EN JOINED IMMERSION? A {ſufficient quantity is all 
that we plead for,” ſays Mr. B. And who pleads for 
more? But we think a much ſmaller quantity is ſufficient. 
Mr. B. thinks otherwile—Who then is to be the judge? 

In order to ſupport this ſtrange mode of reaſoning, 
Mr. B. ſays, © For inſtance, at the Lord's ſupper, our 
Lord Jeſus, has commanded his Diſciples to drink wine 
in remembrance of him, But ſhould any adminiſtrator 
inſiſt that there ſhould be wine ſufficient, only to wet 
the lips of the communicants, and think this application 
of the elements, anſwered all the purpoſes of the inſti» 
tution; we ſhould object; I preſume my Opponent him» 
ſelf would remonſtrate” — Moſt aſſuredly he would—and 
his remonſtrance, I think, would be founded on a rational 
ground. The poſitive command of our Lord is to eat 
and drink; and therefore if the receiver, do no more 
than touch or wet his lips, with the bread and wine, cer- 
tainly he does not comply with the lileral, and expreſs 
command — to eat and drin. — But this cannot apply to 
the command to baptize—for our Lord Jeſus commands 
nothing more, than an application of water to the body. 
He does not ſay—Go and plunge all nations under water. 
Here neither the made of adminiſtering, nor the quantity 
is commanded, or even mentioned. 

This is little better than ſerious trifling. 1 may have 
the appearance of plauſibility, but no man of common 
ſenſe, will conſider it as ſolid reaſoning. 

1 I ſhall cloſe this branch of the ſubje& with a few re- 

flections. 

3d. On the inexpediency of adminiſtering the 5 
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be chargeable with partiality in this cafe. In my ſimple 
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Hance of Baptiſm by dipping or plunging. It is un. 


ceſſary. The eſſence of religion does not conſiſt in the 
Moſt ſtrict obſervance of forms and ceremonies. The 
acceptance of our prayers depends not on the poſture ot 
the body, or the form of words; nor the validity of the 
Lord's ſupper, on our receiving it, either /anding, ſetting, 
or kneeling, It would therefore be unneceffary to lay 
fo much ſtreſs on things merely circumſtantial, and in- 
different, as to ſay that thoſe who comply not with them, 
cannot receive it acceptably, or pray acceptably. 

Thus we argue in the preſent caſe: Our Lord Jeſus 
has commanded us to be haptized, but not to be dipped; 
therefore it is needleſs to contend for the quantity of 
water, and the mode of adminiſtration. To urge it as 
neceſſary (ſays Dr. Owen) overthrows the nature of a 
facrament, by making the validity of Baptiſm, depend, 
rot on the the thing ſignified, but on the mere ſign.! 
Hence it follows that it is uncharitable to condemn and 


reproach, that Baptiſm, which is adminiſlered hy ſprink- 
' ting, or povring. The cenſure of the pious and honeſt 


John Bunyun, is truly applicable to the Baptiſts of the 
prefent day: and as he was of that perſuaſion he will not 


opinion, your rigid and CHURCH D4SQUIETING 'prin- 
ciples, are not fit for any age and ſtate of the Church. I 
fay they are babes and carnal, that attempt to break the 
peace and communion of Churches, though N 


better pretences than WATER.“ * L 


It is indecent. It is an indiſputable fact, that 1 the 
. r of the ancient Anabaptiſts, to baptize all petto 


* wat Works, V Vol. I. page 15 f, 
age 151, 153. 3 
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aaked ! as Mr. Henry afſerts, And Dr. Williams quotes 
the learned Mr. Brngham as ſaying, After he had pro- 
duced paſſages from Chry/oftom, Cyril of Ferufalem, Leng 
Veronen/es and Athanafeus: all which are manifeſt progls, 
that perſons were baptized: naked, either in imitation of 
Adam in Paradiſe, or, our Saviour upon ie crofs, or to 
ſignify their putting off, the body of ſin, and the old map 
with his deeds. And this praftice was then ſo general, 
that we find no exception made, either with reſpect to 
the tenderneſs of infants, or the baſhjulneſs of the female 
ſex, ſave only where the caſe of ſickneſs, or diſability 
made it neceſſary to vary from the uſual cuſtom,” Mr. 
Baxter alſo charged this on Mr. Tombes, as being the 
practice of the Anabaptiſts, which charge Mr. Tombes 
could not repel. | 

We readily confeſs, that the method dotted 
Anabaptiſts of the preſent day, approaches much ne 
to the rules of modeſty. And, yet, at times, {uch ſcenes 
are exhibited as awaken the ſenſibility of many, and'tinge 
the cheek of female modeſty with a bluſh. *As to bap- 
tizing women, in the face of a full congregation, after 
all that has been done to preſerve decency, is too indeli- 
cate a mode to be obſerved, in the preſent day, unleſs ut 
were ab/olutely and ſpecrfically enjoined, which cannot be 
proved For women in looſe dreſſes, to be taken into 
the arms of men, and plunged into the water ftruggling, 
before hundreds of ſpectators, it is ſo abhorrent to madeſ» 
ty, that no one can credit ſuch things without far better 


proot, than was ever brought to countenance them. To 


$ Dr, Williams, Vol. III. p. 173, and Bingham's Antiquities of the 
Chriſtian Churches, Book II. Chaps . S. 1 2. 
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behold men and women, when about to be plunged, ſtand. 


on the brink of the Baptiſteries; to ſee the weaker ſex, 
ready to faint for fear, and to hear them ſcream, when 
plunged into the water, has more of confuſton and dife 
may in it, than is conſiſtent with the ſolemn ſervices of a 
Chriſtian ordinance.” T However, we hope that we may 
venture to ſay this without offence, that if our brethren, 
will till adhere to this mode of dipping, the leaſt they 
can do, to preſerve a due decorum, would be, to provide 
FEMALE DIPPER s, and take care, that none but women 
were preſent, on this occaſion. 

It is Phariſaical. It was the grand fault of the Jews, 
that they paid more regard to the externals of religion, 
than to the eſſence. This charge I would by no means 
attempt to fix on my Baptiſt brethren in this age far 
from it. I again declare that I admire the ſtirling piety, 
and revere the exemplary conduct of multitudes of that 
perſuaſion. But I appeal to every unprejudiced mind, 
whether it has not ſomewhat of this appearance, when 
we hear perſons contending ſo vehemently, for the ab/o. 
lute n:ceſſity of dipping to conſtitute the nature of Bap- 
tiſm den we find them, ſo unreafonably, attached to 
that mode, and to the quantity of the element, as to refuſe 
to hold communion with their fellow Chriſtians, however 
uſeful, or eminently pious, and ſolely becauſe they have 
not been plunged! and when we behold them ſo unre- 
mittingly employed in making Proſelytes from other 
Churches: we cannot refrain from ſaying—* Brethren, we 
perceive that in theſe things, ye are too ſuperſtitious," 

Nothing has a ſtronger tendency to cheriſh carnal con- 


+ Shrubſole's Letters, p. 53 and 34. 
| fidence 


[ 69 ] 
fidence than making the mere ceremonial parts of goſpel-:: 
worſhip, of ſo much importance. And verily, as it is 
neither circumciſion nor uncircumciſion that conſtitutes 
a real Chriſtian; ſo it is neither ſprinkling, nor plunging, 
that conſtitutes the eſſence of the ordinance of Chriſtian 
Baptiſm. 

Mr. B. ſays, * This ſentiment, (vis. that infants of be- 
lieving parents are in covenant with God, and therefore, 
have a right to Baptiſm as the ſeal ef that covenant) is 
highly calculated to engender, and cheriſh that carnal 
confidence and pride ſo awfully apparent in the Jewiſh 
nation.” But we aſk every reader of reflection, which 
ſentiment is moſt conſiſtent with the freeneſs of the goſ. 
pel covenant, that which maintains that children are ad- 
mitted into the viſible Church of Chriſt, by the unmerited 
mercy of God, without, and before their being capable 
of performing any condition whatever: or that ſentiment 
which demands the condition of faith, repentance, and 
ſubmiſſion to a ſevere act of mortification, before the 
ſubje& can be admitted? Our adverſaries muſt acknow- 
ledge, that many whom they baptize by immerſion, are 
not true believers, conſequently ſuch are admitted, only 
into the vi/eble Church of Chriſt; and are therefore in 


much greater danger of cheriſhing carnal confidence and 


pride, than thoſe who have been baptized in infancy, - 
We alſo appeal to the impartial Chriſtian world, whe- 
ther the mode of baptizing adults by plunging them un- 
der water, be not more highly calculated to engender 
ſpiritual pride, than devoting infants to God, by {prink- 

ling or pouring water upon them ? 
When we ſee a perſon Randing on the brink of the 
Baptiſtery, 
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Baptiſtery, in an attitude of confidence; when we hear 
him expreſs his reſolution to follow Chriſt, and ſubmit 
to this act of ſelf denial, in honour of his Maſter, and 
proclaiming aloud to a crowded aſſembly. | 
J am not aſhamed to own my Lord, 
Or to defend his cauſe.” 

It ſtrikes the ſerious, and humble mind with diſguſt, as 
favouring too much of ſpiritual pride, and ſelf confidence, 
—_— — RI ——[—El 

On the review of this ſubject, the following PR AC- 
TICAL INFERENCES, claim the attention of the ſerious 
Reader, 

iſt, Adore the condeſcenſion of IMMANUEL ! 

In the PERSON of Jeſus, divinity and humanity were 
united. Go was manifeſt in the fleſh! In the CHA. 
RACTER of Jefus, infinite dignity, and matchleſs com- 
paſſion are ſweetly blended. 

At one time, we behold the LORD O LIT E, ſtanding 
over the tomb of his beloved friend, and calling with a 
voice that awakened the dead, Lazarus come forth | At 
another, we behold the ſympathetic FRIEND recalling 
che departed ſpirit of the daughter of Jairus, and affecti- 
onately preſenting their living child to the enraptured 
parents. At one time we behold the Son or Gos, 
Aanding on the ſummit of the foaming billows of the 
mighty. deep, and at his command the angry waves are 
huſhed into a calm! At another, we behold him as the 
SAVIOUR OF SINNERS, claſping the helpleſs infants to 
his boſom—we hear him pronouncing a bleffing upon 
chem, and declaring them the ſubjects of his kingdom. 
Vines 4's | Here 


Lon 1] 

Here is a combination of wonders. And in which 
character the Sox OF GoD appears moſt amiable, it is 
hard to ſay. 

Let every heart feel the warmeſt affeQion for this ex- 
alted Redeemer, and adore his condeſcenſion in ad- 
mitting our infant offspring into his viſible Church, 

The heart, that has ever felt the indeſcribable glow of 
parental love, cannot but yield to the irreſiſtible influ- 
ence of the compaſſion of Jeſus; and conftrained by the 
emotions of gratitude, exclaim—* Bleſs'the Lord, O' my 
| ſoul, and all that is within me blefs his holy name! Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits, whe, 
although he is the LORD OF ANGELS, and the KING 
OF GLORY, has condeſcended to feed his flock like a 


SHEPHERD, to gather the lambs with his arms, and carry 


them in his boſom,” 

2nd, It is a duty incumbent on thoſe, who Phe 
been devoted to God in IN-F ANCY, to remember their 
PECULIAR obligations, 

Vou have a more lively incentive to gratitude has 
Others. Great is the honour confetred upon you in being 
thus early devoted to God. Great is the benefit zelulting 
from the relation, in which you ſtand to your Creator 
and Redeemer. While many are ready to afł' — What 
advantages reſult from Inant Baptiſm ? Vou may reply, 
„As great, as thoſe Which ariſe from Adult Baptiſm. 1 


is the higheſt: privilege that infancy is capable of. receiv- 


ing, to be admitted into — with the Lord God, 
and. adult baptiſm does no more. 

If you have been baptized in your igſanc, you cave . a 
ſtrong excitement to humility. Having been ſo - early in- 
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troduced into the ſchool of Chriſt, you have every reaſon 
to bluſh, that you have made no greater progreſs in di- 
vine knowledge; that you have made ſuch ungrateful 
returns to God, for that kindneſs, which he diſcovered 
towards you in the morning of life. The Lord God of 
your fathers, has condeſcended to ſtile himſelf YouR 
God, he has nouriſhed and brought you up hike children, 
and yet you have rebelled againſt him. Let theſe con- 
ſiderations awaken the moſt lively contrition. 

If you have been baptized in your znfancy; you are 
bound by the ſtrongeſt and moſt endearing ties, to love 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Jeſus deſerves, and claims the 
love of ALL intelligent creatures, for ts tender mercies 
are over all his works, But YOU have been baptized in 
his name, therefore he has a ſtronger claim on your af- 
fection. Reflect on the condeſcending compaſſion of 
IMMANUEL, to you 1n your helpleſs days. He has en- 
tered into a ſolemn and gracious covenant with you.— 
He has promiſed to pour out his ſpirit and his bleſſing 
upon you. Let theſe expreſſions, and deſigns of mercy 
warm your hearts, and excite the ſacred principle of love 
to Jeſus in your breaſt. 

You are alſo, bound to adorn that goſpel which you 
profeſs. You have been devoted to God, in your infant 
days, therefore thoſe words may be addreſſed to you with 


peculiar energy: Forget not what manner of perſons 
vou ought to be, in all holy converſation and godlineſs,” 


You bear the NAME OF CHRIST: And is not this a 
greater honour than to bear the name of the moſt weal- 
thy, the moſt potent monarch? Should you not then ab- 


Hor every thing that has a tendency to diſhonour that 
- worthy name by which you are called? You 


C01 

You.are bound to diſcover greater diligence in the ſer- 
vice of your divine Maſler. You are the Diſciples of 
Jeſus—his ſervants—his covenant ſervants. * I beſeech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reaſonable ſermce.” | 

You are bound, by your infant baptiſm, 20 cultivate 
brotherly love. As you are taken into the family of God, 
admitted into the viſible church of Chriſt: you are laid 
under the moſt endearing obligations, to cheriſh a cordial 
affection for every branch of that family. And that this 
connection has taken place, ſo EARLY in life, in your 
INFANT days, ſhould operate as an additional incite- 
ment to love, | 

By your infant baptiſm, you are loudly, and affefti- 
onately called to enter into actual covenant with God at 
the table of the Lord. To renew and confirm that ſolemn 
engagement which your parents and friends made on 
your behalf, You were early in life, numbered among 
the Diſciples of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; you are therefore, 
bound by every conſideration of gratitude, affection, and 
intereſt to put your names to the covenant, to take upon 
you thoſe obligations, which reſt on every one in actual 
covenant with God, You are bound to follow the teps 
of your Maſter, and yield a chearful, and cordial obe- 
dience to all his commandments. Jeſus has left his dying 
requeſt on record: a requeſt addreſſed to you with pe- 
culiar emphaſis, whom he has ſo highly honoured in zn- 
fancy, © THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE Or ME.” Go 
| 11 and publicly De —_ Teng of the 
7 Heb. xii. 2 
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conduR of your parents in dedicating you to God, in the 
ordinance of baptiſm. Your obligations are many and 
great, And by what method can you more properly, 
teſtify your gratitude? To commemorate the incarnation, 
the ſufferings, and the death of Jeſus the Saviour of lin- 
ners, is a duty incumbent on a, who have ſeen their 
danger, and felt their miſery. But you are bound by ties 
of a more tender, and endearing nature, to e the cup 
of ſalvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.” 

Remember alſo, my young triends, that if you feel not 
the force of theſe obligations; it you obey not the voice 
of the Lord, which entreats you to enter into covenant 
with the God of your fathers, and the God of your in- 
fancy; then, be aſſured that your preſent privileges will 
aggravate your guilt, and enhance your condemnation. 
Where God hath given much, his demands will be in 
due proportion. The condeſcenſion of JEHOV An, has 
aſtoniſhed the angelic legions. In your earlieſt days, you 
were dedicated to God, as an holy thing. Your parents, 
your miniſters and your friends, frequently, fervently, 
alteftionately prayed, and wept over you. Your open- 
ing mind has been filled with pious inſtructions, Your 
paſſions received an early check, on the firſt appearances 
of irregularity, You have now been many years in the 
ſchool of Chriſt, and, indulged with rich advantages: 
advantages, which thouſands have not enjoyed! 

Now pauſe a moment and refle&—W hat is the lan- 
guage ot all theſe mercies, which crowd around you 
every ſtep, in rich profuſion ? Do they not unite in ad- 
drefling you in words like theſe? „Seek ye the Lord, 


while he may be found; call upon him while he is near. 
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them that honour me I will honour; and they chat de- 
{piſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. I love them that 
love me: and thoſe that ſeek me EARLY SHALL FIND 
ME,” But ſhould you ſtop your ears, and harden your 
hearts againſt theſe reiterated expoſtulations, this awful 
conſequence will enſue; every mercy—every admo- 
nition—every prayer preſented to God on your behalf. 
every tear ſhed over you—your miniſter, who has tra- 
vailed in pain until Chriſt be formed in your ſoul—your 
deareſt friends, who, with conſtant ſolicitude, watched 
over your condut—yes, your tenderly affeftionate PA- 


RENTS whoſe hearts have often bled over you—all—all 


will come forward, as ſwift witneſſes againſt you, if you 
refuſe to hearken to the voice of the LoRD Your Go. 
If you burſt the bands of your education—if you give up 
the reins to the corrupt bias of your heart—if you crucify 
the Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame: 
as aſſuredly as there is a juſt and terrible God, he will 
avenge the breach of his covenant, and make your 
. plagues wonderful!” Your condemnation will be aggra- 
vated beyond that of millions; beyond the power of lan. 
guage to deſcribe, or imagination to conceive! In you, 
the tremendous declaration of the Judge of the quick and 
the dead, will be verified—*Verzly I ſay unto you, it ſhall 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
THAN FOR YOU!” Let none therefore dare to trifle 
with their INT ANT BAPTISM. It is a ſolemn engage- 
ment; an engagement, which ſhall be attended with con- 
| ſequences the moſt ſerious and important. The peculiar 
privileges of your covenant relation, in the early part of 
life, will either enhance your joys, or add freſh horrors 
to your everlaſting miſery ! ard. 
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grd. It highly becomes CHRISTIAN PARENTS to be 
mindful of the duties incumbent on them, towards their 
children. There are duties, which relate to the body, 
and the temporal concerns of your children. With theſe 
I have nothing to do, at preſent. That fond affection, 
which glows 1n the heart, and mingles with every wilh, 
will be irreſiſtible incentives with you, to take care of 
the temporal welfare of thoſe dear babes. 

But brethren and friends, the grand object of your 
endeavours,—your tender ſolicitude, ſhould be THE 
SALVATION OF THE SOUL! Thoſe dear infants, have 
fouls 

* Which muſt for ever live 
In raptures, or in wo!” 

IMMORTAL souls, which will outlive the ruins of 

the globe, and the general convulſion of nature! THESE 


" PRECIOUS SOULS ARE COMMITTED TO YOUR CARE! 


A treaſure how valuable! A charge how momentous ! 

In their early life, your firſt duty is prayer, Often 
take your dear little ones in your arms, and carry them 
to the fovttool of mercy, and with that ardent glow of 
love, which the parental breaſt alone can experience 
with that pathetic emphalis, which parextal feelings alone 
can diftate—ſay— 

„O thou moſt indulgent Saviour - thou halt ſaid, 
Suffer lutle children to come unto me and forbid them 
not, for ſuch is the kingdom of God.” In chearful obe- 
dience to thy command, I bring my children unto thee. 
Dear Jeſus, take chem into thy arms, and bleſs them. 
They are the creatures of thy power, they have been de- 
voted to thee, and thou haſt been pleaſed to enter into a 


1 

covenant with them: O take them under thy ſpecial pro- 
tection, teach and inſtruct them in the way that they 
ſhould go, guide them with thine eye, and make them 
the ſubjetts of thy pardoning mercy, and ſaving grace 
O Lord teach, and aſſiſt me to bring them up as Chriſtians . 
in thy fear. They have been diſcipled, and baptized: 

may I be found diligent, and ſucceſsful in teaching them 
to obſerve all things, whatſoever thou haſt commanded. me, 
O what precious promiſes are ſealed to them! May they 
have an early, and a ſaving acquaintance with theſe pro- 
miſes! May every one of theſe bleſſings be actually poſ- 
ſeſſed, and every obligation, according to their capacities, 
be diſcharged by my dear children! Mighty Saviour, I 
would make my ſupplications unto thee, in behalf of 
every child, thou haſt graciouſly given me, with the faith, 
and the importunity of the woman of Canaan in behalf 
of her daughter. Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son 
of David, my children labour under the guilt, pollution, 
diſeaſe and tyranny of fin and Satan: Lord help me. J 
cannot doubt of thy power, nor, while thy word, thy oath, 
thy ſacred ſeal ſtand uncancelled, can I doubt of thy 
willingneſs, to ſave to the uttermolt all that came unto 
thee, I do not ground my ſupplications on the  worths. 
neſs of myſelf or mine, but on thy free grant of covenant 
favours. Qn this my faith would reſt. I have therefore 
admitted thy covenant gilt in its full extent; and received 
both the inſtrument and the ſeal of faith. Now Lond. 
help me to make theſe my children, acquainted with their 
privileges and obligations: By thy HoLyY S?1KIT bleſs 
my endeavours, and command ſucceſs! | 6 

„ Dr. Williams, with fame Variation, Vol. II. p. 320. 
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The pious parent is encouraged in theſe his fervent 
addreſſes to the throne of grace, in behalt of his children, 
by the nature of the covenant, it is free: not clogged 
with conditions, above the ability of man to fulfil. It is 
unchangeable : * Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and 
look upen the earth beneath: for the heavens ſhall vaniſh 
away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax old like a gar- 
ment, and they that dwell therein ſhall die in like man- 
ner: but my ſalvation ſhall be forever, and my righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed.” + 

You are emboldened alſo, in your prayers, by the pro- 
miſes of God. I will be a God to thee, and to thy 
feed!” © I will pour out my ſpirit upon thy SEED, and 
my bleſſing upon thy OFFSPRING.” And an inſpired 
Apoſtle aſſures you that, The promiſe is, not only unto 
you, but unto your children,” No argument can be more 
powerful and prevalent than the veracity ot God. And 
none can urge this argument / effeftually, as thoſe 
parents, who have ſeriouſly placed their children in a 
covenant relation to God, in baptiſm as the ſeal of that 
covenant. I ſee not now thoſe parents (ſays the pious 
Mr. Henry :) can with equal confidence, pray for their 
children, WHO DENY THEM TO BE IN COVENANT, 
AND £0 SET THEM UPON EVEN GROUND WITH 
THE CHILDREN OF INFIDELS! Iſaac and Jacob, 
bleſſed their children by faith; and that faith reſpected 
the covenant which God had made with them, and with 
their ſeed.” *© No prayer for a bleſſing is acceptable, but 
the prayer of faith: no bleſſing can be prayed for in faith 
but what is promiſed; to have a promiſe, is to have a 

+ 114. li. 6 1 Treat, on Bapt. p. 242» | 
covenant 
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covenant grant; wherefore I can conſiſtently pray for my 
children in faith, no turther than I allow them an intereſt 
in the goſpel covenant, that is to ſay, that the admini- 
{tration and œconomy of privileges of mercy appertain 
to them, and conſequently baptiſm; nor ſhould any thing 
be deemed a bar to the enjoyment of them, but an inca- 
pability or a criminal rejection. But they neither crimi- 
nally reject, nor are incapable; conſequently, the cove- 
nant and its ſeal terminate and reſt upon them, and in 
warding off any part of what was thus intended for their 
uſe, I muſt be blame-worthy. How can I plead in faitꝶ 
promiſed mercy, while I deny to them the tolen of mer- 
cy? It baptiſm, the zoken, be not their's, neither is pro- 
miſed mercy their's; and if the latter be not their's, faitſ 
has no foundation, in reference to their happineſs. Hid- 
den counſels, do not teſtify or aſſert any particular truth 
to me concerning my child. Through grace, I can think, 
with adoring complacency, of myſelt and mine being 
in the hand of a ſovereign God; but the ſoverergnty of 
God, predęſtination, eternal covenant intereſt, particular 
redemption, and the diſtinguiſſung application of grace, 
are not the objects of goſpel faith, properly and directly. 
As far indeed as they are teſtiſied of in revelation as facts, 
which are only general, ſo far, and no farther, faith re- 
gards them, While unexplained, and therefore in the 
claſs of ſecret things, they belong to God; whereas the 
things which are revealed, and theſe only, belong tome 
and my children. The arcana of the divine government, 
neither are, nor in the nature of things can be, either the 
objects of my faith, or the rules of my duty. In ſhort 


they are not, they cannot be, the foundation of the 
N PRAYER 
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PRAYER OF FAITH. Take away the plea of covenant 
intereſt, and faith is ftruck dumb. Take away covenant 
promiſes, and faith is ſtruck ind. Take away covenant 


faithfulneſs, and faith has no landing. But bleſſed be 
thy name, O Lord my God, my children's covenant in- 


tereſt is founded on thy teſtimony, and remains indiſpu- 
table, therefore I can plead in faith; thy precious promiſes 
are directed to each by name, as a covenantee, and 
therefore I may vie in faith thy mercitul deſigns to- 
wards them; thy faithfulneſs was never known to fail, it 
cannot fail, and therefore the ei of promiſe may have 
ſtrong conſolation, fazth having wo immutable things to 
ſtand upon, the promiſe and the oath of that God who 
cannot lie. Lord increale my faith! And bleſs my chil- 
dren with the ſaving knowledge of this covenant !®. 

As your children advance in years; as their young 
minds begin to expand, it will be your duty to teach them 
the firſt principles of the oracles of God, Teach them the 
nature o/ fin, and the tremendous conſequences of the 
violation of the righteous laws of an holy God, And 
when their tender minds begin to tremble beneath the 
terrors of the Lord, open to them, my brethren, open to 


them the rich treaſures of goſpel mercy. Take them by 


the hand and lead them to the ſtable and the manger of 
Bethlehem—lead them to the garden of Gethſemane— 
to the Judgment Hall—to the croſs on Calvary: tell! 
them to look on that dear Jeſus, and drop the tear 
of mingled griet and joy, Tell them, that Jeſus came to 
feek and to ſave ſuch loſt ſinners as they are. Tell them 
of the infinite comers of the great n We 


* Dr. Williams, p. 322. 
icant | 
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affettionately invited, little children to his arms, and 
bleſſed them. Tell them that chis Jeſus is now alive, and 
lives for evermore; that millions of helpleſs babes have 
been redeemed by his precious blood, and that he is 
willing to claſp them- in his arms of mercy, any. bleſs 
them. 

It is your duty to explain to them the nature of gabel 
ordinances. As they have been baptized. in their infancy, 


you are to explain to them the nature and the delign of 


this ſacrament. That the Lord of heaven and earth has 
condeſcended to enter into a covenant with man, aud 
that this covenant includes his infant offsp1:ng, which 
covenant has rwo ſeals annexed to it—BAPTISM and 


the LokD's SUPPER. Baptilm is a ſign or token of the 


favour of God; and an aſſurance that he is reconciled to 
a guilty world. It is a ſeal which confirms to us, and 


our children a participation of the promiſes, and bleſſings 


of an external and viſthle covenant relation to God. 

Baptiſm is a ſolemn admiſſion into the viſible, Church 
of Chriſt. The Diſciples were commanded to admit ALI 
NATIONS into the {chool of Chriſt; to make Diſciples 
of them, and Baptiſm: was the token of their admiſſion. 


« To diſciple all nations, is to chriſtianize all nations, | 


Not making a perſon a Chriſtian in foro cali, in the 
Judgment of Heaven, but declaring hun a; Chriſtian, in 
foro ecdefee, in the Judgment of the Church. They are 
added to the number. Thus, thoſe that were. baptized 
are ſaid to be added: to the Church, i. e. added to the 
number of viſible believers. And they are entitled to 
the privileges of the Church: to thoſe privileges * 


are common to all viſible believers.” © 


+ Henry on Baptiſm, p. 26, ; 
M Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm is alſo, juſtly tiled a ſeal of that covenant of 
mercy, which God condeſcended to make-with parents 
and their children through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This 
covenant contains a variety of rich bleſſings: bleſſings 
adapted to the wretched ſtate of man, and calculated to 
render him completely happy. Now Baptiſm 1s a ſeal 
which confirms this covenant ; and is deſigned to aſſure 
us, that he is willing to make good that promiſe to us, 
and our children, which he made to Abraham“ I w1LL 
BE A GOD TO THEE, AND TO THY SEED,” And as 
circumciſion was enjoined as a ſeal of confirmation to that 
holy Patriarch, ſo is Baptiſm now enjoined as a ſeal of 
that covenant to every believing parent and his offspring, 

This ordinance in the moſt ſolemn manner binds us 
to be the Lord's. Baptiſm is a free, and entire ſurrender 
of ourſelves, and our ſeed to the ſervice of the Lord 
God. Parents, who preſent themſelves and their chil- 
dren: before the Lord, pledge themſelves to obſerve all 
the ſtatutes and ordinances of God, and to bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

After having thus explained the nature and deſign. of 
this goſpel ordinance, it is your duty to guard their 
young minds againſt its abuſe. Labour to convince them 
that the ſalvation of the ſoul, does by no means depend 


on the adminiſtration of the element of water, but on 


the application of the precious blood of Chriſt, which is 
ſtrikingly repreſented by the ſprinkling of the water in 
the ordinance of Baptiſm. For in Chriſt Jeſus, neither 


circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but 


a new creature.” \ 
8 Gal. vi. 5 
Endeavour 
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Endeavour to expoſe the abſurdity, (not to ſay the im- 
piety) of making the MODE of adminiſtration and the 
QUANTITY of the element eſſential to this Chriſtian 
ordinance, Baptiſm is a ſolemn dedication to God, 
wherein water is uſed as a gn or token of ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſlings. It cannot, therefore, enter materially into the 
nature, and affect the validity of the ordinance, let the 
elements be uſed in a larger or a /maller quantity. The 
religious uſe of water, is all that is commanded, therefore 
whether Baptiſm be adminiſtered by DIPPING—POUR- 
ING or SPRINKLING, it is of no importance. It ſavours 
too much of a Pharaſaical ſpirit, to contend ſo vehe- 
mently for MODES and FORMS. It deviates from the 
freeneſs, and ſpirituality of the goſpel diſpenſation, which 
ſays, * The hour is come, when ye ſhall, neither in this 
mountain, nor at Jeruſalem, worſhip the Father ; but 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
him in ſpirit and in truth.“ F So, ceteris paribus—the 
hour is come, when ordinances, ſhall no longer owe their 
importance to the MANNER in which they are admini- 
ſtered, but in the FRAME OF MIND, and the diſpoſition 
of the heart. This unreaſonable attachment to the MODE 
of Baptiſm, has a powerful tendency to cheriſh a legal 
ſpirit, and encourage a carnal confidence, 

Eſpecially ſuffer me, to exhort you, by the ſacred 
name of Jeſus, in which your children were baptized— 
by the honour of religion—and by the concern you feel 
ſor the preſent and future welfare of thoſe young im- 
mortals—by theſe tender and powerful motives, let me 
charge you to walk before your family in the fear of God. 

John iv. 21. 
M 2 Live 
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Live ſo as to enable you to ſay— Mall, as ye have us 
for an example!” Example is far more prevalent than 
precept. Children are fond of treading in the ſteps of 
their parents. Ungodly parents dare not reprove their 
children, leſt they retort=*P/y/iczan heal ' thyſelf ! '— 
Remember the honourable teſtimonv, which the Lord 
God bore to the piety of Abraham, and his exemplary 
conduct in his family. * I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children, and his houſhold after him, and they 
{hall keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and judge- 
ment.” * 

The impiety of parents hardens the hearts of children, 
and excites the ſtrongelt prejudices in their minds againſt 
religion. To this ſource may be traced, a great part of 
the iniquity of the riſing generation. And, at the laſt 
great judgment day, muititudes of 'thoſe, who will be 
baniſhed from the preſence of God into everlaſting pu- 
niſhment, may lay the blood of their ſouls, at the door 
of their ungodly parents !! 

Suffer me, therefore, to beſeech you who have felt the 
warm emotions of paternal love, to hear the ſtrong and 
pathetic words ot the Lord: © Theſe words which I com- 
mand thee this day, ſhall be in thine heart. And thou 
ſhait teach them diligently unto thy children, and talk of 
them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou 
walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieſt down, and when 
hau riſeſt up, and thou ſhalt bind them for a ſign upon 
thine hand, and they thali be as frontlets between thine 
eyes, and thou ſhalt write them upon the poſts of thy 
houſe, and on thy gates. 7 

* Gen, xvii, 19. I Deut. vi. 7. 
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And the practice of baptizing children will furniſh:a 

pious parent with a variety ot convincing arguments, 

while pleading with them, and exhorting them to know, 

to love and to obey the Lord God of their fathers.— 

Taking his child in his arms he may addreſs him in the 
ſtriking language of a pious Author, * 


My dear child, thou art ſinful from thy birth, guilty 


and polluted. This thy baptiſm teaches. In- baptiſm, 
God ſhews and teſtifies that he will forgive ſins; and this 
is one reaſon why thou haſt been baptized; becauſe thou 
art a ſinner, ſtanding in need of ſpiritual waſhing. Thou 
art not to think that the water of baptiſm takes away fn, 
that is, pardons and makes thee pure in thy ſoul; no, no, 
it only ſhews thee plainly that thou we this pardon 
and purity; and it alſo ſhews that God is merciful, and 
willing to give thee every good thing in this life, and in 
the world io come, on thy coming to him. He ſays in 
his word, that he will give grace and glory ; that thoſe 
who ſeek him early, that is, when young as chou art, ſhall 
find him; and Chriſt ſays he will in no way caſt out-any 
poor ſinner that cometh to him. But thy baptiſm: ſhews 
till more plainly, that thou art guilty, and chat God. is 
merciful— That thou art impure, that is, unfit to go to 
heaven, but that Cod is willing, on thy coming to him, 


to cleanſe thee and make thee meet for heaven. My | 


dear child, learn chis, and ſtrive to underſtand it without 
delay. If thou dieſt without repentance—bow #hall: 1 
ſpeak of it? thou muſt periſh for ever! No one. goes 


to heaven without pardon, and thou muſt not expett 20. 


go there without repentance, And O remember, that 


_ © ® Dr; Williams; Vol. II. p. 331. 
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not only the bible, the ſabbaths, the ſermons, the prayers, 


and the advices thou haſt had from me and others, will 


riſe up againſt thee, but 4% thy baptiſm, in the day of 
judgment, O then, my dear child, bring thy poor periſh- 
ing ſelf to Jeſus Chriſt. He will not put thee off, for he 
has declared he will not. He went through every ſtate, 
from infancy to manhood; and having been a child him- 
ſelf, when in the world, he receives children. O the 
happineſs he has to give! He will not only keep thee 
from hell, but at death take thee to heaven. He alone 
can make thee truly good; I cannot. No body on earth 
can, But Jeſus Chriſt, being himſelf divinely good and 
gracious, can make us good; yes, he gan and will make 
thee fo, on coming to him with all thy heart. This thou 
mayeſt be as ſure of as that thou art baptized. For bap- 
tiſm according to the will of Chriſt is a ſeal of confir- 
mation. You know, my dear, that, what an Bonet man 
confirms by /eal:ng it, he will ſtand by. Much more fo 
will our gracious Lord and Saviour. Senſible of thy 
ſinful and helpleſs condition, with the aſſurances of di- 
vine grace, and with a contrite heart, pray unto this mer- 
ciful Redeemer in ſome ſuch words as theſe. © O Lord 
God, who alone canſt ſave me from ſin and the wrath to 
come, accept the prayers and cries of a helpleſs child.— 
No one on earth, or in heaven, but thyſelf, O Lord moſt 
merciful, can help me. I am deſtroyed by ſin, the „in of 
my heart eſpecially, but my help is from thee. Accept 
me in Chriſt, whoſe nature and life were perfectly holy, 
and who is made wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification 
and redemption, to all thy children. O that as I have 
been baptized with water, I may alſo be baptized with 

the 
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the Holy Ghoſt, And as this was ſanktified and ſealel # 3 
by my baptiſm, * it me, O Lord God, for Chrill's — 


ſake. Amen.“ 
* N 
I have now brought my deſign to a cloſe. And I take 
this opportunity to ſay, that as I, moſt reluctantly, entered 
into the controverſy, I ſhall now take my final leave of 
it: reſolved (according to my preſent views) to take no 
public notice of any thing that may be written 1n repl 
More important duties demand my attention and my 
time, 
cannot however, put a period to this work, without 
declaring that I have not been aftuated by a principle of 
malevolence to any of my Anti-pædobaptiſt Brethren, 
I wiſh ever to maintain ſuch language on this, and on 
every other religious ſubje&, as may be conſiſtent with 
that candour, which the goſpel inculcates, and humility 
requires, I love the perſon, and revere the character of 
every ſerious Anti- pædobaptiſt, and would gladly cheriſh 
the moſt friendly intercourſe with him, as a miniſter, or 
a private Chriſtian, provided he would obſerve, in his 
conduct towards Pædobaptiſt Churches, that admirable 
precept of our Lord—* THEREFORE ALL THINGS 
WHATSOEVER YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO 
TO YOU, DO YE EVEN $0 TO THEM!” 7 (+ 
Permit me alſo to expreſs a hope that nothing which I 
have ſaid, will be conceived to have ariſen from a prin- 
ciple of reſentment againſt my guondam friend Mr. BIRT. 
I ſolemnly aver that it has not, Moſt cheerfully would 


+ Matt, vi, 12. 
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